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8 OME time ago a pamphlet was ſent me, 
entitled, © An Appeal from the Proteſtant, Ab 
ſoc iation to the people of Great Britain... A day 
or two ſince, a kind of anſwer to this was put into 
my hand, which pronounces Its ſtyle contemp- 
tible, its reaſoning futile, and its object malicious. 
On the contrary, I think the ſtyle of it is clear, 
eaſy and natural; the reaſoning, in general, ſtrong. 
and concluſive; the object, or deſign, kind and 
benevolent. And in purſuance of — ſame kind 
and benevolent deſign, namely, to preſerve our 
happy conſtitution, I ſhall endeavour to confirm 

the ſubſtance of that tract, by a few plain argu- 
guments. . ah 
With perſecution I have nothing to do. I per- 
ſecute no man for his religious principles. Let 
A | there 


government, Proteſtant, Mahometan, or Pagan. 
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there be as © boundleſs a freedom in religion,” as 
auy man can conceive. But this does not touch 
tke point: I will ſet religion, true or falſe, utterly 
out of the queſtion. Suppole the Bible, if you 
leaſe, to be a fable. and the Koran to be the 
word of God. I conſider not, whether the Ro- 
miſh religion be true or falſe; I build nothing on 
one or the other ſuppoſition, Thereſore away 
with all your common-place declamations about 
intolerance and perſecution for religion! Suppoſe 
every word of Pope Pius's creed to be true; fu 
pole the Council of Trent to have been infallible-: 
yet, I inſiſt upon it, That no government, not 
Roman Catholic, ought to tolerate men of the 


Roman Catholic perſuaſion. 


I prove this by a plain argument, (let him an- 


| fer it that can;)---That no Roman Catholic does 


er can give ſecurity for its allegiance or peaceable 
behaviour, I prove thus-- It is a Roman Catholic 
maxim, eſtabliſhed not by private men, but by a 
public council, that“ No Faith is to be kept with 
heretics.” This has been openly avowed by the 
council of Conſtance: but it never was openly, 
diſclaimed (whether private perſons avow or dil. 
avow it). It is a fixed maxim of the Church of 
Rome. But as long as it is ſo, nothing can be 
more plain, than that the members of that church 
can give no reaſonable ſecurity to any governs, 
ment of their allegtance or peaceable behaviour. 
Therefore they ought not to be tolerated by any 


You | 
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You may ſay, * Nay but you will take an ba 
ok allegiance.” True, five hundred baths; but 
the maxim, © No faith is to be kept with heretics,” 
ſweeps them all away as a fpider's web. So that 
ſtil, no governors that are. not Roman Catholics, 
can have any ſecurity of their alkegiance. 
Again, Thofe who acknowledge the ſpiritual 
power of the Pope, can give no ſecurity of their 
allegiance to any government; hut all Roman 
Catholics acknowledge this: therefore they can 
give no ſecurity for their allegiance, © 
The power of granting pardons for all ſins paſt, 
preſent, and to come, is and has been, for many: | 
centuries, one branch of his ſpiritual power. _ 
But thoſe who acknowledge him to have this 
ſpiritual power, can give no ſecurity for their al- 
tegiance : fince they believe the Pope can pardon 
rebellions, high treaſons, and all other fins What- 
ſoever. | ner 
The power of diſpenſing with any promiſe, 
oath or vow, is another branch of the ſpirituał 
power of the Pope. And all who acknowledge 
bis ſpiritual power muſt acknowledge this. But 
whoever acknowledges the diſpenſing power of 
the Pope, can give no ſccurity of his allegiance to 
any government. FA. '1 
Oaths and promiſes are none: they are light 
as air; a dilpenſation makes them all null and 
void. FA | "0 0 
Nay, not only the Pope, but even a prieſt, bas 
power to pardon fins! this is an effential doctrine 
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ledge this, cannot poſſibly give any ſecurity for 
their allegiance to any government. Oaths are 
no ſecurity at all; for the prieſt can pardon both 
perjury and bigh treaſon. 

Setting, then, religion aſide, it is plain, that 
upon principles of reaſon, no government ought 
to tolerate men, who cannot give any ſecurity to 
that government for their allegiance and peace- 
able behaviour. But this ne Romaniſt can do, 
not only while he holds, that © No faith is to be 
kept with heretics,” but fo long as he acknow- 
ledges either prieſtly abſolution, or the ſpiritual 
power of the pope. 

Hut the late act, you ſay, 2 not either 
tolerate or encourage Roman Catholics.” I ap- 
peal to matter of fact,---Do not the Romaniſts 
themſelves underſtand it as a toleration ? You 


l they do. And does it not alreadv. let alone 
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what it may do by- and- by, encourage them to 
preach openly, to build chapels, at Bath and elſe- 
where, to raiſe ſeminaries, and to make numerous 
converts, day by day, to their intolerant, perſecut- 
ing principles? I can point out, if need be, ſeveral 
of the perſons: and they are increaſing daily. 
But Nothing dangerous to Engliſh liberty is 
to be apprehended from them.” I am not certain 
of that : ſome time ſince a Romiſh prieſt came 
to one I knew, and aſter talking with her largely, 
broke out, You are no heretic ! you have the 
experience of a real Chriſtian!” * And would 
you,” ſhe aſked, © burn me alive?” He faid, 
6 God 
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* God forbid !---Unleſs it were for the good of 
the church.” 

Now what ſecurity could ſhe have had for her 
life, if it had depended on that man? The good of 
the church would have burſt all the ties of truth, 
Juſtice and mercy. Eſpecially when ſeconded by 
the abſolution of a preeſt, or, if need were a papal 
pardon. 

If any one pleaſe to anſwer this, and to ſet his 
name, I ſhall probably reply :---but the produc- 
tions of anonymous writers I do not pron 10 


take any notice Of. 


1 AM, SIR, 


YOUR HUMBLE SERVANT, 


C1TY ROAD, 
JANUARY 21, 1780, 


JOHN WESLEY, 


„ 


— 


* 11 * — » 
IG N b —_— 
— 
N Ds . 
* * P In FEY = PR — » : 
_ — — a 9 — — — — 
* Ta Ss 22 * 
; q 


PROTESTANT ASSOCIATION. 


V ARIOUS pieces, under different ſigna- 


tures, having appeared in the public prints. caſt- 


ing unjuſt reflections on the Proteſtant A ſſocia- 
tion and tending to quiet the minds of the Proteſt- 
ants at the preſent alarming criſis, by inſinuating 
that there is no danger ariſing from the toleration 
of Popery, and that ſuch aſſociations are unne- 
ceſſary; I think it a piece of juſtice, which I owe 
to my countrymen, to give them a plain and true 


account of the views of this aſſembly, and lay be- 


fore them the reaſons which induced them to form 
this Aﬀociation, and determined them to continue 
it. 1 5 
Whether the gentlemen, who have favoured the 
pubile with their remarks on this occaſion, are 
really Proteſtants, or Proteſtant Diſſenters, as they 


ile 
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ſtile themſelves; or whether they are Papiſts in 
diſguiſe, who aſſume the name of Proteſtants, that 
they may be able to undermine the Proteſtant 
cauſe with the greater ſuccefs, is neither eaſy nor 
neceſſary to determine; but is eaſy tc fee that 
they are either totally ignorant of the ſubjeQ'on 
which they write, or elſe they wilfully diſguiſe it. 

The pieces I refer to are written with different 
degrees of temper. One gentleman in particular 


appears to be very angry, and loads the Aſſocia- 


tion, and their friends, with the moſt illiberal and 
unmanly abuſe. If this gentleman had clear 


ſtated the cauſe of his reſentment, he might have 
been anſwered ; but as he appears to be angry at 


be knows not what, he can only be pitied. Others 
have written with more candour and moderation, 


been deficient in point of argument. If theſe are 
ſincerely defirous of being informed, they are re- 
queſted to attend to the following particulars.  ' 
| However unconcerned- the preſent” generation 
may be, and unapprehenſive of danger from the 
amazing growth of Popery; how calmly ſoever 
they may behold the eretion of Popiſh chapels, 
hear of Popiſh ſchools being opened, and fee 
Popiſh books publicly advertiſed, they are'to be 
informed that our anceſtors, whoſe wiſdom and 
firmneſs have tranſmitted to us thoſe religious and 
civil liberties which we now enjoy, had very dif- 
ferent conceptions of this matter and had they 


atied with that coldneſs, indifference, and ftupt 


dity, which ſeems io have ſeized the preſent age, 
* 0 ö US 
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and would have been worthy regard had they not 
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8 PROTESTANT ASSOCIATION, 


we had now been ſunk into the moſt abject ſtate 
of miſery and flavery, under an — n 
and Popiſh government. 

It was the opinion of our brave, wiſe, circum- 
ſpett, and cautious anceſtors, that an open tole- 
ration of the Popiſh religion, is inconſiſtent with 
the, ſafety of a free people, and a Proteſtant 
government. It was thought by them, that every 


convert to Popery was, by principle, an enemy to 


the conſtitution of this country; and as it was ſup- 
poſed that the Roman Catholic religion promoted 
rebellion againſt the ſtate, there was a very ſevere 
law made to prevent the propagation of it. Such 
was the ſtate of things in the reign of the great 
Elizabeth: and Popery having, notwithſtanding 
ſuch reſtriction, gained ground in the reign of 
James the Second, though the encouragement it 
then received from the ſtate, was not equal to 


what it has now obtained. The nation was alarm- 


ed, and the noble and reſolute ſtand which the 
Proteſtants then made againſt the advances of 
Popery, produced the Revolution. 


In the reign of William the Third, the 8 | 


was thought to be in danger from the encroach- 
ments of Rome, to prevent which, the act of Par- 
liament was made which is now in the moſt mate- 
rial parts repealed, and ſeveral Proteſtants being 
of opinion that this repeal will, in its conſequences, 
att as an open toleration of the Popiih religion, 
they are filled with the moſt painful apptehen- 
ſions. They think that liberty, which they value 
more than their lives, and which they would 
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piouſly tranſmit to their children, to be in danger. 
They are full of the moſt alarming fears that 
chains are forging at the anvil of Rome for the 
riſing generation. They fear that the Papiſts are 
undermining our happy conſtitution. They ſee 
the purple power of Rome advancing by haſty 
ſtrides, to overſpread this once happy nation. 
They ſhudder at the thought of darkneſs and ig- 
norance, miſery and flavery, ſpreading their fable 


wings over this highly favoured ifle. Their fouls 


are pained for their rights and hberties as men, 
and their hearts tremble for the ark of Gd. 
Inſpired with ſuch ſentiments, and under the 
influence of ſuch reaſonable and well grounded 
fears, they think it a duty which they owe to them · 
ſelves, their poſterity, their religion, and their 
God, to unite as one man, and take every poſh- 


ble. loval and conſtitutional meaſure, to ſtop the 
progrels of that ſoul-deceiving and all enllav- 


mg ſuperſtition which threatens to overſpread the 
lend. It is to be hoped, that an attempt ſo Jo 
and reaſonable, will be crowned with ſucceſs; but 
ſhould it fail through the ſupinenels or groundleſs 
prejudices of thoſe who ought to ſtand firſt in this 
cauſe, the members of this affociation will enjoy 
the fatisfattion of a ſelf-approving mind, conſcious 


of having done its duty ; while thofe who meanly 
_ deſert the Proteſtant caufe, and tamely ſuffer the 


encroachmenis of Rome, mav ſee their error when 
it is too late, and be filled with bitterneſs and re- 
morſe at a conduct ſo mean and deſpicable, and io 
unworthy their proſeſſion. | 10115, 10699) 

| 3 Whatever 
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Whatever ſuch perſons may think of themſelves 
and their conduct, and however they may dreſs 
themſelves up in the ſptendid robes of candour 
and moderation, they are to be informed that their 
conduR is highly criminal, and may be attended 
with the moſt deplorable conſequences; as by 
their neglecting to appear on this great occaſion, 
they give our rulers reaſon to conclude, that it is 


the ſenſe of the nation that Popery ſhould be tole- ; 


rated. 

It is fincerely to be lamented, that Proteſtants 
in general are not more apprehenſive of the dan- 
ger. Have they forgot the reign of bloody queen 
Mary? Have they forgot the fires in Smithfield, 
and can they behold the place without emotion 
where their fathers died? Will it ever be believ- 
ed in future times, that perſons of eminent and 
diſtinguiſhed rank among the Proteſtants, and 
perions of high and exalted religious charaders, 


refuſed to petition againſt Popery, and let it over- 


ſpread our nation without oppoſition? Will it b. 
believed that Engliſhmen were ſo far degenerated 
irom the noble ſpirit of their anceſtors, as tamely 
to bow the neck to the yoke of Rome? * Tell 
it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 


Aſkelon; leſt the daughter of the Philiſtines re · 


Joice, leſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed. 
triumph.“ 

It is not to be wondered at that the Papiſts, 
either openly or in diſguiſe, take every method to 
prevent the juſt and reaſonable view of the Pro- 
teſtant Aſſociation, and therefore repreſent them 

| as 
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as factions, ſeditious, and enemies to toleration. 
Theſe charges, and every other which the malice 
of our enemies, or the groundleſs fears and preju- 
dices of our miſtaken friends ſhall hereafter exhibit, 
will be ſeparately and diſtinaly conſidered in the 
courle of theſe letters ; and ſuch an account given 
of the views of the Proteſtant Aſſociation, and the 
line of condutt which they have purſued, and in- 


tend to purſue, in order to accompliſh the great 


end for which they aſſociate, as will I hope, obvi- 
ate every objedtion, remove _ ſcruple, and 
excite the Proteſtants to join hand in hand, and 
unite as one man in that cauſe, in which their 


preſent and future welfare is ſo nearly concerned, 
Mn. 
J. W. 
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ON THE 


REV, Ms. WESLEY LET-TERS. 
BY THE 
REV. Mx. ARTHUR O'LEARY, 


{ADDRESSED TO THE COMMITTEE FOR CONDUCTING 
THE FREE PRESS, AND TAKEN FROM THE TAI | 
MAN's JOURNAL.) 10 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Know that it 1s loſs of time, and a loſs to the 
public, impatient for a paper in which they have 
firſt diſcovered the outlines of their country'srights, 
and from whence they daily expect new illuſtra- 
tions on the molt important ſubjetts, to take up the 
Freeman's Journal with idle controverſy. Were 
controverſy the ſubject, I ſhould be the laſt to en- 
ter the hiſt. In your paper, which has already 
made its way to the continent, on account of the | 
late exertions of the Iriſh, and which ſhould con- 9 
tain nothing unworthy the nervous eloquence and 
| 
; 


lberal principles of your numerous and learned 
correſpondents, 
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| correſpondents, Mr. Weſley, in a ſyllogiſtical 
method, and the jargon of the ſchools, has arraign- 
ed the Catholics all over the world, with their 
kings and ſubjetts, their prelates and doctors, as 
liars, perjurers, patentees of guilt and perjury, 
authoriſed by their prieſts to violate the ſacred 
rules of order and juſtice ; and unworthy of being 

tolerated even by Turks and Pagans*, Such a 

charge carries with it, its own confutation, But 

KF are there not prejudiced people till in the world? 

The nine ſkins of parchment, filled with the 

names of petitioners againſt the Engliſh Catho- 

lics, owe the variety of their ſignatures to pulpit 
declamations, and inflammatory pamphlets, teem- 
og with Mr Welley's falſe aſſer tions; and, to 

dme diſgrace of the peerage, in this variety of figs 

7 natures, is not the lord's hand- writing ſtretched 
near the ſcratch of the cobler's awl? For the 
parchment would be profaned, if the man who 
does not know how to write, made the fign of 
the . 

l ama member of that Communion which Mr 
Weſley aſperſed in fo cruel a manner, I diſ- 
claimed upon oath, in preſence of Judge Henn, 
the creed which Mr Weſley attributes to me. [I 
have been the firſt to unravel the intricacies of 
that very oath of allegiance propoſed to the Ro- 

man Catholics, as it is worded in a manner, 

which, at firſt fight, ſeems abſtruſe. And, far 
from believing it lawful to violate faith with here- 


* See page 2 of this Pamphlet. 
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tics, I ſolemnly ſwear, without equivocation, or r the 
danger of perjury, that, in a Catholic country 
where I was chaplain of war, I thought it a crime 
to engage the King of England's ſoldiers or ſailors 
into the ſervice of a Catholic monarch, againſt 
their Proteſtant ſovereign---I reſiſted the ſolici- 
tations, and ran the riſk of incurring the diſplea- 
{ure of a minilter of ſtate, and loſing my penſion ; 
and my condutt was approved of by all the divines 
in a monaſtery, to which I then belonged, who all 
unanimouſly declared, that, in conſcience, I 
could not have behaved otherwiſe. Mr. Weſley 
may conſider me as a fiftitious character: but 
ſhould he follow his precurſor, 1 mean his letter 
waſted to us over the Bri-iſh channel, and, on his. 
miſſion from Dublin to Bandon, make Cork his 
ay, Doctor Berkely, pariſh miniſter near Mid- 
dleton, Captains Stanner, French, and others. who 
were priſoners of war in the ſame place, and at 
the lame time, can fully ſatisfy him as to the 
reality of my exiſtence in the line already de- 
{cribed; and that in the beard which I then wore, 
and which, like that of Sir Thomas More, never 
committed any treaſon, I never concealed: either 
poiſon or dagger to deſtroy my Proteſtant neigh- 
bour ; though it was long enongh to ſet all Scot- 
land in a blaze, and to ne Lord George 
Gordon of his ſenſes. | 
Should any of the Scotch miſſionaries attend 
Mr. Welley into this kingdom, and bring with 
them any of the ſtumps of the ſaggots, with which 


Henry te eighth, his daughters Mary and Eli- 
zabeth, 


5 


| ? 
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zabejh, and the learned James the Firſt, roaſted 
the heretics of their times in Smithfield. or ſome 
of che faggots with which the Scotch ſaints, of 
whoſe proceedings Mr. Wefley is become the 
logiſt. have burnt the houles of their inoffen- 


ſive Catholic neighbours, we will convert them to 


their proper-uſe. In Ireland the revolution of 
the great Platonic year 1s almoſt completed. 
Things are re-inſtated in their primitive order. 
And the faggot, which, without any mifhon from 
Chriſt, preached the goſpel by orders of Catholic 
and Proteſtant kings, 1s. confined to the kitchen, 
'Thus, what formerly roaited the man at the ſtake, 
now helps to feed him; And nothing but the ſe— 
verity of winter, and the coldneis of the climate 


in Scotland, could juſtify Mr. Wefley in urging 


the rabble to light it. This is a bad time to in- 
troduce it amongſt us, when we begin to he ſor- 
midable to our foes, and united amongſt on- 
ſelves, And to the glory of Ireland be it faid, 
We never condemned but murderers, and per- 


„ petrators of unnatural crimes, to the faggor. 


By a ſtatute of Henry the Sixth. every Eng- 
Iiſhman of the Pale & was bound to ſhave his up- 
per lip, or clip his whiſkers, in order to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf from an Iriſnhman. By this mark. 
of diſtinction, it ſeems that what Campion calls in 
his old Engliſh, glb. and what we call the beard, 
as well as the complexion and ſize of both peo- 


* See the {latutes of that king, aud lament the effects of di- | 
viſions foinenie:l by ſovereigus. f 
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ple, were much the ſame, In myopimon it had | 
tended more to their mutual intereſt, and the glo- ö 
ry of that monarch's reign, not to go to the 
nicety of ſplitting a hair, but encourage the growth 
of their fleeces, and inſpire them with ſuch mutual 
love for each other, as to induce them to kiſs one 
- another's beards, as brothers ſalute each other at 


3 Conſtantinople after a few days abſence, I am | 
3 likewiſe of opinion, that Mr. Weſley, who pre- 
3 faces his letter with, „The intereſt of the Pro- 


teſtant religion,” would refle&t more honour on his 
miniſtry, in promoting the happineſs of the peo- 

ple, by preaching love and union, than in widen- 

ing the breach, and increaſing their calamities by 
diviſion. The Engliſh and Iriſh were at that 
time of the ſame religion, but, divided in their 
affections, were miſerable. Though divided in 
ſpeculative opinions, if umited in ſentiment, we 
would be happy. The Engliſh ſettlers breathed 

the vital air in England, belore they inhiled the 

{oft breezes of our temperate climate, The pre- 

ſent generation can ſay, Our fathers and grand-., | 
fathers have been born, bred, and buried here. 
We are Iriſhmen, as the deſcendants of the Nor- 
mans, who have been born in England, are 


Engiiſhmen.” 


Thus, born in an iſland in which the ancients 7 
might have placed their Heſperian gardens and 
golden apples, the temperature of the climate, 

| and quality of the foil, :n:mical to poi ſonous inſects, 

1 have cleanled our veins from the ſour and acid 

1 blood of the Scythians and Saxons, We begin 

4 | 40 


* . Ur — 
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to open our eyes, aud to learn wiſdom from the 
experience of ages : we are tender-hearted: we 

are good-natured : we have feelings: we med 

tears on the urns of the dead: deplore the loſs of 
hecatombs of vittims flaughtered on the gloomy 

altars of religious bigotry : cry in ſeeing the ruins 

of cities over which fanataciſm has diſplayed the 

funeral torch, and ſincerely pity the blind zeal of 

our Scotch and Engliſh neighbours, whoſe con- 

ant charatter is to pity none, for ereting the 

banners of perſecution, at a time when the inqui- 

ſition is aboliſhed in Spam and Milan, and the 

Proteſtant gentry are careſſed at Rome, and live 

unmoleſted in the luxuriant plains of France and 

Italy. 0 

The ſtatute of Henry the Sixth is now grown 

oblolete. The razor of calamity has ſhaved our 
lower and upper lips, and given us ſmooth faces. 

Our land is uncultivated, our country a deſart. 

Our natives are forced into the ſervice of foreign 

kings, ſtorming towns, and in the very heat of 
ſlaughter, tempering Iriſh conrage with Iriſh mer- 
cy*. All our nnsfortunes flow fzom long reign- 
ing intolerance, and the ſtorms, which, gathering 
firſt in the Scoich and Engliſh atomſphere, never 
failed to burſt over our heads. We are too wiſe 
to quarrel about religion. The Roman Catholics 


ſing their plalms in Latin with a few inflections f 


* Ceunt Dillon and the Iriſh brigade con'd not be prevailel 
en by DE laivg to put the E :y/ifh gariifon to the fword. We 
will not kill our countrymea, ſaid they, Would it not be 
viler to let tlicſe gallant men go to mats, aud ferye their own 


B 3 | the 


Ling? 
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voice. Our Proteſtant neighbours ſing the ſame 
pſalms in Engliſh on a larger ſcale of muſical 
notes. We never quarrel with our honeſt and 
worthy neighbours, the Quakers, for not ſinging 
at all; nor ſhall we ever quarrel with Mr, Wel- 
ley for raiſing his voice to Heaven, and warbling 
forth his canticles on whatever tune he pleaſes, 
whether it be the tune of Guardian-Angrls, or 
Lango- lee. We like ſoeial harmony, and in civil 
muſic hate diſcordance. Thus when we go to tbe 
ſhambles we never enquire into the butcher's re- 
ligion, but into the quality of his meat: we care 
not whether the ox was fed in the Pope's territo- 
ries, or on the mountains of Scotland, provided 
the joint be good: for though there be many he- 
refies in old books, we diſcover neither herefy nor 
_ ſuperſtition in beef and claret. We divide them 
cheerfully with one another, and, though of diffe- 
rent religions, we fit over the bowl with as much 
cordiality as if we were at a love feaſt, The Pio- 
teſtant Afociations of Scotland and England may 
pity us: but we feel more comfort than if we 
were ſcorching one another with fire and faggot, 
Inſte ad of ſinging © Peace to men of good will on 
| earth,” does Mr Weſley intend to ſound the Fury 
Aledto's horn, or the war- hell of the Mexicans ? 
The Iriſh, who have no reſource but in their 
union, does he mean to arm them againſt each 
other? One maſlacre, to which the fanaticiſm of 
the Scotch and Engliſh regicides gave riſe, is 
more than enough: Mr. Wefley ſhould not fow | 
the ſeeds of a ſecond. When he felt the firſt | 
Iruits 
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Truits and illapfes of the ſpirit - when his zeal, too 


extenſive to be confined within the majeſtic 


temples of the church of England, or the edifying 
meeting houles of the other Chriſtians, prompted 
him to travel over moſt parts of Europe and 
America, and to eſtabliſh a religion and houſes of 
worſhip of his own, what oppoſition has he not 
met with from the civil magiſtrates! with what 
inſults from the rabble! broken benches, dead 
cats, and pools of water bear witneſs? Was he 
then the trumpeter of perſecution ? was his pul- 
pit changed into Hudibras's © drum eccleſiaflic?” | 
did he abet baniſhment and profcription on the 
ſcore of conſcience? Now that his tabernacle is 
eſtabliſhed in peace, after the clouds having 


borne teſtimony to his miſſion“, he complains in 
his ſecond letter, wherein he promiſes to continue 


the fire which he has already kindled in England, 
that people of exalted ranks in church and ſtate 
have refuſed entering into a mean confederacy 
againſt the laws of nature, and the rights of man- 
kind. In bis firſt letter he diſclaims perſecution 
on the ſcore of religion, and in the ſame breath 
ſtrikes out a creed of his own for the Roman Ca- 
tholics, and ſays, That they ſhould not be tole- 
rated even amongſt the Turks.” Thus the fatyr 
in the fable breathes hot and cold in the ſame blaſt, | 
and a lamb of peace is turned inquiſitor. But 
is not that creed mentioned by Mr Weſley, the 


* See an abridgment of Weſley's journal, wherein he 
ſays, that in preaching one day at Kinlale, a cloud pitched 
-over him. 


creed 
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creed of the Roman Catholics?” By right it 
ſhould be theirs, as it is ſo often beſtowed on 
them, and that, according to the civil law, a free 
gift becomes the propercy of the perſon to whom 
it is beſtowed, if there be no legal diſqualification 
on either fide. But the misfortune is, that the 
Catholics and the framers of the fititious creed ſo 
often refuted, and ftill forced on them, reſemble 
the Frenchman and the blunderer in the comedy; 
one forces into the other's mouth a food which he 
cannot reliſh, and againſt which his ſtomach re- 
volts. 

Mr. Weſley places in the front of his lines, the 
general council of Conſtance, places the Pope in 
the centre, and brings up the rear of his ſqua- 
drons with a confabulation between a prieſt and 
a woman, whilſt his letters are ſkirmiſhing an the 
wings. Let us march from the front to the rear, 
for religious warriors ſeldom obſerve order. 

A prieſt then ſaid to a woinan whom Mr Weſ. 
ley Knows, “I ſee you are no heretic : you have 
the experience of a real Chriſtian.” And would 

ou burn me?” ſaid ſhe. ©* God forbid,” re- 
plied the prieſt, * except for the good of the 
church,” Now this prieſt muſt be deſcended 
from ſome of thole who attempted to blow up a 
river with gunpowder, in order to drown a city“. 
Or he mult have taken her for a witch; where- 
as, by his own conteflion, ** ſhe was no * 


* Amongſt other plots attributed to th- Roman Catholics 
in the reigu of Charles the Fuſt, this ory one was 
cha. ge upon them. See Hume. 


A gentleman 


| 
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A gentleman whom I know, declared to me upon 
his honour, that he heard Mr. Weſley repeat, in a 
ſermon preached by him in the city of Cork, the 
following words: © A little bird.cried out in He- 
brew,---O Eternity ! Eternity! who can tell the 
length of Eternity ?” I am. then of opinion, that a 
litlle Hebrew bird gave Mr. Weſley the important 
information about the prieſt and the woman: one 
ſtory is as intereſting as the other, and both are 
equally alarming to the Proteſtant intereſt. Hi- 
therto it is a drawn battle between us: from the 
rear then, let us advance to the van, and try if 
the general council of Conſtance, which Mr. 
Weſley places at the head of his leg ions, be 1 ye 
netrable to the {word of truth. 

After reading the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory concern- 
ing that council, and Door Hay's anſwer to 
Archibald Drummond, I have gone through the 
drudgery of examining it all over in St. Patricks 
library, when Mr. Wefley's letters made their 
appearance. The reſult of my reſearches is a 
conviction, that there is no ſuch dofrine as © Vio- 
Jation of faith with heretics,” 'authoriſed by that 
council, Pope Martin V. whom the fathers of 
that council elected, publiſhed a bull, wherein he 
declares, ** That it is not lawſul for a man to per- 


Jure himſelf on any account, even for the fanh.” 


Subſequent pontiffs have lopped off the excreſcen- 
ces of relaxed caſuiſtry. 

The Pope's horns then are not ſo dangerous as 
to induce Mr. Weſley to ſing the lamentat ions of 


Jer Fram the prophet, deploring the loſs of Jeru- 
em, 
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ſalem, or to ſend us from London an Hebrew ele- 
gy to be modulated on the key of the Iriſh Olo- 
gone. Their ſouls are pained, and their hearts 
tremble for the- ark of God“. Tell it not in 
Gath, - publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon 
leſt the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt 
the daughters of the uncircumciſed-triumph.” _ 
This ſame elegy reſounded through Great Bri- 
tain a little before the ark of England was deſtroys 
ed, the ſceptre wreſted out of the hands of her 
king, her pontiffs deprived of their mitres, and 
her noblemen baniſhed from her ſenate. Thus, 
as the Delphian ſword ſlaughtered the victim in 
honour of the Gods, and diſpatched the criminal 
on whom the ſentence of the law was paſſed, the 
{ſcripture is made ſubſervient to profane, as well as 
ſacred purpoſes. It recommends and enforces 
ſubordination, and, at the ſame time, becomes an 
arſenal from whence fattion takes its arms. Like 
Boileau's heroes; in the Battle of the Books, we 
ranſack old councils ;. we diſturb the bones of old 
divines, who, wrapped up in their parchment 
blankets, ſleep at their eaſe on the ſhelves of li- 
braries, where they would ſnore for ever, if the. 
noiſe of the gunpowder on an auniverſary day, or 
the reſtleſs hands of pamphlet writers, induſtrious 
in inflaming the rabble, did not rouſe them from 
their ſlumber. Peace to their manes! The cha- 
rity ſermn preached in Dublin by Door Camp- 
bell, the anniverſary ſermon preached in Cork 


* Well. y's ſecond Letter. 7 
aſt 


— 
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| laſt November by Doctor la Malliere, 'and the 
diſcourſe to the Echlinville volunteers, by Mr. 
Dickſon, have done more good in one day, either 
by procuring relief for the diſtreſſed, or by pro- 
moting benevolence, peace, and a harmony 
amongſt fellow-ſubjeQs of all denomindtions, than 
the folios written on Pope Joan have done in the 
ſpace of two hundred years. . | 

I muſt now ſound the retreat, with a- deſign to 
return to the charge, and to attack Mr. Wefley's 
firſt battery, on which he has mounted the canons 
of the coucil of Conſtance, If I cannot ſueceed 
from want of abilities, but not from want of the 
armour oftruth, I am ſure of making a retreat, in 
which it is impoſhble to cut me off, For in the 


| very ſuppoſition that the council of Conſtance, and 


all the councils of the world, had defined Viola- 
tion of faith with heretics,” as an article of faith, and 
that I do not believe it, © Violation' then, of faith 
with heretics,” is no article of my belief, For, to 
form one's belief, it is not ſufficient to a a pro- 


polition in a book. Interior convithon muſt cap- 


tivate the mind. The Arian reads the Divinity 
of Chriſt in the New Teſtament, and ſtill denies it: 
would Mr. Weſley aſſert that the Divinity of Chriſt _ 
is an article of the Arian faith? If then © Violation 
Jof faith with heretics,” be the tefſera ſidei, the badge 
of the Roman Catholic religion, the Roman Catho- 
lics are all Proteſtants, and as well entitled to ſing 
their plalms, as Mr. Weſley his canticles. I would 
not be one hour a member of any religion that 
would profeſs ſuch a creed as Mr. Weſley has ſent 
us from London. 

You 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Ss 
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| You may be, perhaps, ſurpriſed, Gentlemen, 
that the introduction to a ſerious ſubject ſhould 
favour ſo little of the gloom and ſullenneſs ſo fa- 
miliar to polemical writers; or that the ludicrous 
and ſerious ſhould be ſo clolely interwoven with 


each other 


But remark a ſet of men who tax the nobility, 
gentry, and head clergy of England with degene- 
racy, for not degrading the dignity of their ranks 
and profeſſions. Remark them expoſing their 

rchments in meeting houſes and veſtries, beg- 
ging the ſignatures of every peaſant and mendi- 
cant, who comes to hear the Goſpel, * Wrong no 
man ; he that loves his neighbour, fulfils the law,” 


Kc. and thoſe pious fouls, * pained and trembling 


for the ark of God,” running with the faggot to 
kindle the flames of ſedition, and to opprels their 


neighbours. Remark in ſeventeen hundred and 


eighty, a lord with his hair cropped, a bible in his 
hand, turned elder and high-prieſt at the age 
of twenty-three, and fainung for the ARK or 
ISRAEL. . 

In the fore-ground of this extraordinary picture, 


remark a MISSIONARY, who has reformed the 


very Reformation ; ſeparated from all the Prote- 
ſtant churches, and in trimming the veſſel of relig- 
10n, which he has brought into a new dock, has 
fuffered as much for the ſake of conſcience, as 
Lodowick Muggleton or James Nailer, could re- 
giſter in their martyrology. Remark, that ſame 
gentleman inflaming the rabble, dividing his Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects, propagating black ſlander, and 


throwing 


10% WwVW, 
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throwing the gauntlet to the people who neverpro- 
voked him. Is not fanaticiſm, the mother of 
cruelty, and the daughter of folly, the firſt 
charatler in this religious maſquerade ? Is it not 
the fi1ſt ſpring that gives motion to theſe extraor- 
dinary figures, ſo correſponſive to Hogarth's En- 
raged Muſician ? And in fencing with folly, have 
not the graveſt authors handled the foils of rid - 


cule? Jo the modern Footes, and Molieres, or 


to the young ſtudent in rhetoric who employs irony 
in enlarging on his theme, ſhould I for ever 
leave the * pained fouls and trembling hearts, of 
the Scotch Jonathan and the Engliſh Samuel, with 
their ſquadrons of Iſraelites fighting for the ark 
of the Lord,” if what they ſtile in England the 
Gordonian Aſſociations, had not voted their 
thanks to Mr, Welley, for what they call his excet- 
lent letter. Such a performance is worthy the a 

probation of ſuch cenſors ; and in their holy ſhrines 
the lacred relic ſhould be repoſted. In examining 
a performance, which contains in a ſmall compals, 


all the horrors invented by wild and miſguided 


zeal, ſet forth in the molt bitter language, I ſhall 
confine mylelf to the ſtrict line of an apologiſt, 
who clears himſelf and his principles from the 


fouleſt aſperſions. To the public and their impar- 


tial reaſon, the appeal ſhall be made: to the ſen- 
timents implanted in the human breaſt, and to the 
conduct of man, not to the rubbiſh of the ſchools, 


Mr. Weſley ſhould have made application, when 
he undertook to ſolve the intereſting problem, 


Whether the Roman Catholics ſhould be toteraced, 
C or 
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or perſecuted? But inſpired writers partake of the 
ſpirit of the ſcers, and copy as much as poflible 
after the prophets ; the prophet Ezekiel breathed 
on a pile of bones, and lo! a formidable army 
ſtarting from the earth, and ranging itſelf in bat- 
tle array, Mr. Weſley blows the duſt of an old 
book, and lo! ſquadrons of religious warriors en- 
gaged in acruſade for the extirpation of the in- 
fidels, 

The loyalty, the conduct, the virtues common 
to all, the natural attachments of man to his in- 
. tereſt and country, the peaceable behaviour of the 
Roman Catholics, have no weight in the ſcale of 
candour and juſtice. An old council held four 
hundred years ago, is ranſacked and miſconſtrued; 
a Roman Catholic is unworthy of being tolerated 
amonglt the Turks, becauſe Mr. Welley puts on 
his ſpectacles to read old Latin. 


I have the honour to remain, 
Gertlemen, 
Your humble and obedient ſervant, 


WAR Y'S-LANE, DUBLIN, 
FEBRUARY 28, 1780, 


ARTHUR O'LEARY, 


* 


1 = 1 * 
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L E T F- . 
(ADDRESSED' AS THE FORMER). 


GENTLEMEN, 


F ANATICISM is a kind of religious folly. 


We laughed at it in a former letter, Whoever 


has a mind to indulge his humour at our expence, 
is heartily welcome. You now expett a ſerious 
anſwer to a ſerious charge. I fend you ſuch as 
occurs. I 

* The council of Conſtance has openly avowed 
'th with heretics, But it has never 


TIS We cw 


been openly diſclaimed. Therefore,” concludes 
Mr. Weſley, the Roman Catholics ſhould not 
be tolerated amongſt the Turks or Pagans.” 

A council ſo often quoted in anniverſary ſer- 
mons, parliamentary debates, and flying pam- 
phiets, challenges peculiar attention, We ſhalt 
examine it with as much preciſion as poſſible, 
and with the more impartiality, as ſtrict juſtice 
ſhall be done to all parties. Mr. Weſley knows 


that we are all Adam's children, who feel the 
C 2 fatal 


. 
K 
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fatal impreſſions of our origin, and that ambition 
which took its rife in Heaven itſelf, often lurks in 
a corner of the ſanfluary where the miniſters of 
religion offer up their prayers, as well as in the 
cabinets of kings, where ſhrewd courtiers form 
their intrigues. At a time, then, when ambition, 
that inſatiable defire of elevation; that worm 
which ſtings the heart, and never leaves it at reſt, 
pielented the univerſe with the extraordinary 
light of three prelates, reviving the reſtleſs ſpirit 
of the Roman triumvirate, and diſturbing the 
peace of mankind as much with their ſpiritual 
weapons, as OQtavius, Anthony, and Lepidus 
had diſturbed it with their armed legions, At a 
time when the broachers of new dottrines were 
kindiing up the fire of ſedition, and, after ſhaking 
the. foundations of what was then the eſtabliſhed 
religion, were ſhaking the foundations of thrones 
and empires. At that critical time, in fourteen 
hundred and fourteen, was held the council of 
Conſtance, with a deſign, as the fathers of that 
cauncil expreſs themſelves, to reform the cnurcnh 
in her head and members; and put an end to the 
calamities which the reſtleſs pride of three biſhops, 
aſſuming the titles of Popes, by the names of Gre- 
gory the Twelfth, Benedict the Thirteenth, and 
jo the Twenty-third, had brought on Europe, 


ſplit into three grand ſactions by the ambition of 
the above- mentioned competitors, Such tranſac- 


tions in the miniſters of a religion that preaches 


up peace aud humility as the folid foundations on 


which the ſtructure of all Chriſtian virtues is to be 
raiſed, 
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raifed, may ſtartle the unthinking reader, and 


give him an unfavourable idea of religion : but 
we are never to confound the weakneſs of the 
miniſter with the holineſs of his miniſtry.------We 
reſpe& the ſanctuary in which Stephen officiated, 
---though Nicholas profaned it: we revere the 
place from whence Judas fell,--.-and to which 
Matthias was promoted: the ſcriptures reſpect 
the chair of Moſes,---though they cenſure ſeveral 
pontifts who ſat in it; and no Catholic canonizes 
the vices of Popes,---though he reſpetts their ſta- 
tion and dignity. The pontifical throne is ſtill 
the ſarne. whether it be filed by a cruel Alexan- 
der the Sixth, or a benevolent Ganganelli. 

To the council of Conſtance was cited then 
John Hulſs. a Bohemian, famous for propagating 
errors tending to tear the mitre from the heads of 
bilkiops, and wreſt the ſceptre from the hands of 
kings: in a word, he was obnoxious to church 
and ſtate; and it Mr. Weſley and I preached up 
his dottrine in the name of God, we would be con- 
demned in the name of the King. The Proteſtant 
and Catholic divines would baniſh us from their 
univerſities, and the judges of aſſize would exter- 
minate us from civil lociety. Such a doQtor had 
no indulgence to expett from a council, which, 
aſter depoſing two rivals for the popedom, con- 
demned a third for contumacy, and elected ano- 
ther in his room. 

But iu mentioning John Huſs, whoſe trial and 
execution at Conltance have given. riſe to the foul 
charge of violation of faith with heretics, let none 

n imagine 
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imagine that I am an apologiſt for the fiery exe- 
cution of perſons, on the {core of religious opi- 
nions. Let the legiſlators who were the firſt to 
invent the cruel method of puniſhing the errors 
o* the-mind with the excruciating tortures of the 
body, and anticipating the rigor of eternal juſtice, 
anſwer for their own laws. I am of opinion, 
that the true religion, propaga ed by the effuſion 
of the blood of its martyrs, would ſtill triumph 
vithout burning the fleſh of heretics; and that 
the Proteſtant * and Catholic legiflators who have 
ſubſlituted the blazing pile in the room of Pha- 
laris's brazen bull, might have pointed . out a 
more lenient puniſhment for viaims who, in their 
opinion, bad no proſpett during the interminable 
ſpace of a boundleſs eternity, but that of paſſing 
; from one fare into another, If in enatting ſuch 
laws. they had conſulted the true ſpirit of religion, 
I believe the reformation of their own hearts 
wou'd have been a more acceptable ſacrifice 10 
the Divinity, than hecatombs of human victims. 
„ No God nor man,” ſays Tertullian, * ſhould 
be pleaſed with a forced ſervice.” “We are 
not to perſecate thoſe whom God tolerates,” ſays 
St. Auguſt ne, That ſaith is fitituus which is 

inſpired by the edge of the ſword. | 
But {till the nature of ſociety is ſuch, that when 
once the common land, marks are let up, It op- 


* Tie imperial laws wich condenned heretics to the 
fla nes. have been put iuto exccuticu by Calvin, Queen Eliza- 


buh, .mes the Fall, cic. 


poſes 


F ͤ—ͤŨ²˙ ͤ . . ,. 


| 
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poſes the hand of the individual that attempts to- 
remove them, Where one common mode of 
worſhip is eſlabliſhed, and fenced by the laws of 
the ſtate, whoever attempts to overthrow it, muſt 


expect to meet with oppoſition and violence, un- 
til cuſtom ſoſtens the rigour of early prejudices; 


and reconciles us to men whoſe features and li- 
neaments are like our own, but {till ' ſeem ſtrange 


io us, becauſe their thoughts are different. 


How far oppolition to religious innovations is 
juſtifiable, is not our buſineſs to diſcuſs. But the 
experience of ages evinces the ſact; and in diſſi- 
milar circumſtances, Mr. Weſley has made the 
trial. In kingdoms, where, as in the Roman 
Pantheon, every divinity had its altars, ſpeculative 


deviations from the religion eſtabliſhed by law, 


the ſingularity of love ſeaſts and nocturnal meet- 
ings, fo unuſual among the modern Chriſtians of 


every denomination, rouſed the vigilance of the 


magiſtrate, and influenced the rage of the rabble. 
Now, that cuſtom has rendered Ma. Weſley's 


meeting houſes and mode of worſhip famihar, 


and that all denominations enjoy a ſhare of that 
religious liberty. whereof he would fain deprive 
bis Roman Catholic neighbour, his matin hymns 
give no uneaſineſs either to the magiſtrate, or his 
neighbours. But had Mr. Weſley raiſed his 
notes on the high key of civil diſcordance. had he 
attempted by his ſermons, his writings, and exhor- 


tations, to deprive the biſhops of the eſtabliſhed 


religion, of their croziers; kings of their thrones ; 
and magiſtrates of the ſword of juſtice; long ere 
| now 


„ 
2 
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now would his us labours have been crowned 
with martyrdom, and his name regiſtered in the 
calendar of Fox's ſaints. Such, unfoatunately, was 
the cale of John Huls. Not fatisfied with over- 
throwing what was then the eſtabliſhed religion, 
and levelling the fences of eccleſiaſtical juriſdic- 
tion, he ſtrikes at the root of all temporal power, 
and civil authority. He boldly afferts that © Prin- 
ces, magiltiates, &c. in the (tate of mortal fin, are 
deprived 1½%½ fatto of all power and juriſdiction.”* 
In this dotirine was enveloped the feed of anar- 
chy and ſediuon, which ſubſequent preachers un- 
folded to the deſtruction of peace and tranquility, 


_ almoſt all over Europe; and which Sir Wilham 


Blackſtone deſcribes as follows: The dreadful 
effects of ſuch a religious bigotry, when attuated 
by erroneous principles, even of the Proteſtant 
kind, are ſufficienily evident from the hiltory of 
the Anabaptiſts in Germany, the Covenanters 


in 


Ste the acts of the council of Conſtance in L Abbe, Col 
lectiou of councils. 

This is no imputation on the Anabaptiſts of our days, 
who are as Peaceable and good men as any others. Men's opi- 
nious change with the times, as in differcut ſtages of life we 
change our thoughts, and lcttle at the age of forty the roving 
imagination of ſixteen, Cuſtom, and mutual intercowle 
amonglt tellow-ſubjctts of eveiy denommation, would ſoon 
quench the remaining ſparks of 1elivious feuds, if diſlinctive 
laws were aboliſhed. But, unfortunately for the ſocicty in 
which we live, the laws, whoſe aim {hould be io unite the in- 
habitants, ate calculated to divide them, My neighbuur diſ- 
truſis me, becaulc the penal laws held me forth as a reprotate 
betore I was boru, and during my life encourage him to ſeize 


7 


11 1 
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in Scotland, and the deluge of ſectaries in Eng- 
land, who murdered their ſovereign, overturned 
the church and monarchy, ſhook every pillar of 
law, juſtice, and private property, and molt de- 
voutly eſtabliſhed a kingdom of ſaints in their 
ſtead.”--- Blackſtone's Comment. Fol, 4. ch. 8. | 

John Huſs, then, after broaching the above- 
mentioned doftrines, and making Bohemia the 


- theatre of inteſtine war, is ſummoned to appear 


before the council. He obtains a ſafe-condutt 
from the Emperor Sigilmand, commanding go- 
vernors of provinces, &c. not to moleſt him 
on his journey to, or return ſrom, Conſtance ; 
but to afford him every aid and aſſiſtance. In 
all the provinces and cities through which he 
paſſes, he gives public notice of his intention to 
appear before the council, and ſtand His trial. 
But inſtead of ſtanding his trial, and retracting 
his errors, he attempts to make his eſcape, in 


my horſe, or drag me before a maziſirate for ſaying my pray» 
ers, which rcduces me lo the {al neceſſuy of hating him, or 
conſidering him as an enemy, if in the great firuggle between 
ature aud grace, religion dots not triumph. Before Lewis the 
Fuurteenth and George the Firſt, repealed the laws againſt: 
wi ches, every disfigured old woman was in danger of her life, 
and conſidered as 2; ſorcereſs. Since the witch-maling laws 
have been 1epealed, there is uot a witch in the land, and the 
dairy-maid is not under the neceſſity of uſing counter-charms io 
hinder the milk from being enchanted ſrom her pail. Thus, 
if the penal laws, which, by a kind of omnipotence, create an 
original ſin, making rogues. of Catholics before they reach 
their hands to the tempting fruit, were once repealed, they 
Would be as honelt as hit gcighbours, aud the objects of their 
love and conhdence,, 

order 
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order to diſſeminate, and make them take deeper 
root. He is arreſted and confined, in order that 
be ſhould take his trial, after having violated his 
- promiſe, and abuſed a ſafe-condutt granted him 
for the purpoſe of exculpating bimſelf, or retratt- 
ing his errors, if proved againſt him before his 
competent judges. It is here to be remarked, 
that John Huſs was an eccleſiaſtic; and that in 
ſpiritual cafes the biſhops were his only and com- 
petent judges. The boundaries of the two pow- 
ers, I mean the church and ſtate, being kept 
dittintt ; the cenler left to the pontiff, and the 
ſword to the magiſtrate; the church confined to 
her ſpiritual weapons ; privation of life and limb, 
and corporal puniſhments being quite of the pro. 
vince of the ſtate; one ſhould not interfere with © |} 
the other. As the body of the criminal is under 
1 the controul of the magiſtrate, too jealous of bis 
= privilege to permit the ehurch to interfere with 
| his power ;---{o. erroneous dottrines are under 
the controul of ſpiritual judges too jealous of 
their prerogatives, to permit the civii magi- = 
ſtrate to interfere with their rights. Hence 
when the partiſans of Huſs raiſed. clamours about 
his confinement, and pleaded his fafe-conduRt, 
the council publiſhed the famous decree which 
bas given riſe to ſo many cavils, for the ſpace of 
four hundred years, though thouſands of laws of 
a more important nature, and of which we now 


think but litile, have been publiſhed fince that 


ume. 
The 
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The council declares, * That every fafe- con- 

&« duct granted by the emperor, kings, and other 

% temporal princes, to heretics, or perſons acculed 

e of hereſy, onght not to be of any prejudice to 

« the Catholic faith, or to the eccleſiaſtical juriſ- 
e diction; nor to hinder that ſuch perſons may 
* and ought to be examined. judged, and puniſh- 
ed, according as juſtice ſhall require, if thoſe 
« heretics reſuſe to revoke their errors: and the 

« perſon who ſhall have promiſed them ſecurity, 
© ſhall not, in this caſe, be obliged to keep his 
« promiſe, by whatever tie he may be engaged, 
* becauſe he has done all that is in his power to 

% do.” I appeal to the impartial public, Whether 
Hhat declaration of the council does not regard the 
# peculiar cale of ſafe- conducts granted by temporal 
princes, to perſons who are liable to be tried 
by competent and independent tribunals? and 
Whether it be not an inſult to candour and com- 
mon ſenſe, to give it ſuch a latitude as to extend 
it to every lawful promiſe, contract or engagement, 
Herween man and man? As if the council of Con- 
flance meant to authorize me to buy my neigh- 
bour's goods, and after a ſolemn promiſe to pay 
him, ſtill to keep his ſubſtance. and break my 
word. The church and ſtate are two diſtintt and 


dottrines: a temporal prince grants this man a 
ſafe· conduct, to guard his perſon from any vio- 
lence which may be offered him on his journey: 
and to procure him a fair and candid trial, on 


his 


independent powers, each in its peculiar line.---A - 
man is to be tried by the church for erroneous 


teſtants, ſuch as Prenus, Speklam, and others, as 


of the laws. Salvus conductus contra jus non datur. 


ment, when legally convicted; much leſs, to coun- 
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his appearance before his lawful judges. Hasnot 
this prince done all that is in his power to do? 
Doth his promiſe to ſuch a man authorize him to 
interlere with a foreign and independent juriſdic- 
tton, or to uſurp the rights of another? Do not 
the very words of the council, Becauſe he has 
done all that is in his power to do,” prove that 
lawful promiſes are to be fulfilled ? 

Such juriſconſults, whether Catholics or Pro- 


I have accidentally read concerning the nature of 
ſafe- conduct, lay down for a general rule, that 
they are never granted to ſuſpend the execution 


It were nugatory in the emperor Sigiſmund, per- 
ſumptive heir to a kingdom, which Huſs's dottrine*} 
had changed into a theatre of inteſtine wars, to 
grant a ſafe- conduct, the meaning and ſenſe 
whereof would be equivalent to the following pals : | 
Although you have ſet kingdoms in a blaze, by 

* {triking at the vitals of temporal authority, and 
* overthrown the eſtabliſhed religon of the land. 
yet goto Conſtance and come back, without ap- 
pearing before your lawful judges, or retratting 
„ dottrines which have cauſed ſuch diſturbances 
in church and ſtate.” Safe-condutts then are | 
not granted to ſcreen delinquents from puniſh- | 


tenance diſobedience to the laws, and diſorder, | 
by impunity. | 
The council was the moſt competent judge of | 
Huſs's doGrine, in which he ſteadfaſtly Poe 
ed | 


retics in E 


. of violation of 
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ed. Neither king nor emperor could deprive the 
biinops of privileges inſeparably annexed to their 
characters, viz. ſpiritual juriſdiction, and the right 
of judging doctrines. Huſs was degraded, and 
retrenched, according to the uſual formalities, 
from a communion from which he had ſeparated 
himſelf before. This is all the biſhops could 
have done: this they acknowledge after the ſen- 


tence of Huſs's degradation was pronounced. 
„This facred 


of Conſtance, conſidering 
that the church of Chriſt has nothing further 
that it can do, decrees to leave John Huſs 
{© to the judgment of the ſtate.” His execution 
was, in conſequence of the Imperial laws, enforced 
by the civil magiſtrate, as the execution of he- 
ngland and other Proteſtant ſtates, has 
been in conſequence of the Imperial laws adopted 
by ſuch powers. The Proteſtant clergy, as well 
as the clergy of Conſtance, decided upon points 
of dottrine, and went no farther. 

Thus we ſee, that this ſuperanuated charge 
faith with heretics, reſembles thoſe 
nightly ſpectres which vaniſh upon a nearer ap- 
proach. We find nothing in this council, re- 
lative to ſuch a charge, but a diſpute about a pals 
granted to a man who goes to take his trial before 
J1dges whoſe juriſdiftions could not be ſuper- 


ſeded. Or if we intend to do juſtice to men 


-with the ſame eagerneſs at we are diſpoſed to 
injure them, we muſt acknowledge that the fa- 
thers of that council condemned lies, frauds, per- 
Jury, and thoſe horrors which Mr. Weſley would 
Jain fix upon the Roman Catholics, The foun- 

D . dations 
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dations then on which Mr. Wefley has -ereQed 
his aerial fabric, being once ſapped, the ſuper- 
ſtructure muſt fall of courie ; and his long train of 
falſe and unchriſtian aſſertions are {wept away as a 
hider's web, before the wind of logical rules, 
| From abſurd premiſes follows an abſurd concluſion, | 

What greater abſurdity than Mr, Welley's in- 
fiſting upon a general council's diane a 
doctrine it never taught. If Mr. Weſley be ſo-. 
credulous as to believe that the Pope has horns, 
muſt we convene a general council to declare 
that his forehead is ſmooth? Is it not ſufficient 
to diſclaim the truth of the odious imputation, 
when the falſe creed is fixed on us? We are 
really of opinion, that  whoever-believes us ca- 
pable of harbouring, ſuch ſentiments, is capable 
of putting the horrid maxims in prattice. ' He 
muſt have ſtudied the human heart, not in the 
book of nature, but in Hobbes's Leviathan; and 
Thould curſe his fate that Providence has been ſo 
unbindly partial to him. 100 4 

Rouſſeau declares, that if he had beg preſent 
at the reſurtetlion of Lazarus, he would not have 
believed it. Ibe apparition,“ ſays he, would 
have made a fool of me, by frightening me out 
** of my ſenles, but it, would never have made a 
% convert of me.. 910 

If x general council were held 3 in order to diſ 
claim the ridiculous and abominable creed im- 
puted ro Roman Catholics; the ſceptic, who 
gives no credit to their doctors and univerſities, 
to the oaths and declarations of millions, would 
give 


— : 


ON MR WESLEY'S LETTER. 39 


ed give no credit to a convention of bimops with the 
er- Pope at their head. Wt 
of Let the appeal be made. not to ſtubborn 
$A ſceptics, but to thoſe who liſten to the voice of 
es, I reaſon, and conſult the heart. The interior mo- 
| nitor, when paſſion and prejudice are huſhed into 
n. ſilence, is ſeldom conſulted in vain. Let us nat 
a | travel to Catholie ſtates where perjury is puniſhed. 
ſo ich death, and every argument tending to prove 
ns, chat the Pope can abſolve ſubjetts from oaths, and 


re grant a diſpenſation to commit all kinds of crimes, 
nt js: conſuted with a halter. Let us look nearer 
n, home, and compare what we fee on ONE band, 
re with what is ſuppoſed on the other. | 

A. We ſee a million and half of Roman Catholics 


le > Fimarting under the molt oppreſſive laws that the 
je human heart could ever deviſe: When they were 


he N enacted, our anceſtors had the lands of their 
nd © fathers, and the religion of their education. If 


ſo AY perjury had been an article of their belief, they 
could bave ſecured their inheritance, by taking 
an oath of abjuration. If papal diſpenſations 


nt- | 
ve NvVere, in their opinion, lenitives to an ulcerated 
1d conſcience, when, or where could they have, been 
ut more ſealonably applied, than at that time and 
a place, where the properties of millions depended 
on the application? 5 
ſ- |  Tfoaths againſt conv icdion, diſpenſations willr 
n- Pperjury, and anticipated abſolutions from future 
o HK crimes, were articles of their belief, they would 
6% have prevented the blazing comets Which ſcorch 
i the lieg and ſpread their influence to the dor- 
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mitories of the dead, from kindling in their 
native air; and hindered crueky, which is diſ- 
armed in the tyrant's breaſt at ſight of the 
expiring victim, from purſuing them to ihe grave, 
and depriving them of the cold comfort of 
mingling their aſhes with thoſe of their an- 
ceſtors*. A tet? 


Thoſe laws which have baniſhed our nobility 


from the ſenate; deprived our gentry of the. 


liberty of wearing a ſword, either as a means of 
defence againſt the midnight aſſaſſin, or as a part 
of dreſs in the open day ;---the merchant of the 
power of realizing the fruits of his induſtry, in 
obtaining landed fecurity for his money, or the 
liberty of purchaſing ; the lower claſs of people 


- 


of the liberty of becoming common ſoldiers, > | - 


mayor's ſergeants, or coal-meaſurers, and the 
valiant youth of ſerving his king,, and reaping 
laurels in defence of his country; —theſe laws 
are ſtill in being. It is true, to the honour of 
the Iriſh ſenate, they have ſtaunched the blood 


flowing this long time paſt from one of the moſt *' 


tender veins of the human heart, by putting it 
out of the power of the profligate ſon. to betray 
and rob his tender and hoary father. But, till 


The penal laws offered the moſt calling inſult to the 
Roman Catholic gentry, at the time of their, being enacted, 
Their burying places were in the ruins of old abbeys ſouud- 
ed by their anceſtors. A law wes enated, prohibiting to 
bury in thoſe dreary haums of cats and weaſels, and a fine 


of ten ſhillings was to be levied on every perſon who aſſiſted 


at the funeial. 2 


| the 


t 
| 
| 
| 
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the inſidious neighbour can ſeize his neighboar's'' 
horſe ; the unfauthful huſband can baniſh the 
chalte, and virtuous wife, after the oath pledged 
in preſence of God, at the nuptial folemnuy 7; 
the deſigning villain can ſet fire to his houſe, 
and build a new one, at the expence of his Ca- 
tholic neighbuurs; who were alleep whillt he him 
ſelf was lighting the ſaggot“. . „ snd $61 
Thus, like a running evil, in à dae wa gra- 
dation, they ulcerate every part of the body: 
and, though the lenity of the magiſtrate is a kind 
of mollifying application, that may aſſuage he 
fore for a certain time; yet, Ghullk the / nox10us- 
humour lurks within the receſs of the laws we wand 
never expect a radical cure. 
I is needleſs to comment upon the ſpirit * 
* ſuch! laws.--- The very recitat chills with hor- 
+ ror-:” So remarks my learned and worthy ac- 
quaintance, Noor Cainpbel. Let it not + 
*- argued, that theſe laws are ſeldom put in execu- 
tion. Is property to depend upon the cours. 
« tely of an avaricious, malignant neighbour 2 
„Damocles was, perhaps, ſafe enough under the 
** tuſpended ſword: of Dionyſius; but the appre- 


heuſion of ae ſcared away thoſe viſions of | 


* Mr, O'L 1 was preſent wh the caſe, was: tried in the 
county cout-houſe of Cork, He has likewiſe ſeen the ve- 
nerable mavon after fwenty-four years may riag bauiſhed 
f om the pojuied huſbind's houſe, though u hes proved 
in open court, , that for fix months before. his murriage 


weut to wulf. But the law requues - that he {hould 145 
ear aud @ day of the fame religion. 


D 3 happineſs 
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* happineſs. which he had feen in the envied | | 
**- pomp of tyranny*.” Laus, ſays the Preſident | 
Monteiquieu, which do all the miſchief that can be 
done, in cold blood; and to which Lucretius might | 
allude in his famous Epiphonema : Tantum religio 
potuit ſuadere malorum ! Could religion be productive | 
of fuch miſchief That philoſopher, who, in reading 
the epitaph of a voluptuous monarch, cried out | 
that it was better ſuited to an ox than to a king, | -- 
Bove quam rege dig nius, in reading the penal code, 
could form another antitheſis: The ſeal that 
« gave a ſanQion to ſuch Jaws, ſhould rather bear 
*« the impreſſion of the claws of a lion, than the 
* head of a Queen.'T 
| Such are the laws to whoſe unrelenting rigour | 
we are every day expoſed. The diſpoſitiou of 
man, ſo averſe to reſtraint, would foon ſuggeſt 
a method of diſſolving the odious chains, which 
like thoſe uſed by the Tuſcan princes who 
faſtened living men 10 dead bodies, puniſh for 
an entire century, the living for the dead. The 
diſpoſition of man, fo averſe to reſtraint, would / 
* Philoſophical ſurvey of the Souh of Irelind, Page 
2 7 80 | . l 
* Queen Anne, the laſt ſovereign of the Stuart line, who 
aſter combining agaiull her father, and violating the articles 
of Limerick, under pretence of flrengthrning the Proteſlant 
religion, gave a ſanction to thoſe laws, though her chict aim 
was tofccure herlelf againſt the claims of her brother. Thus, 
religion often becomes an engine of policy, in the hands of 


 fovercigns. Quere to Civilians: Should not oppreſſive I ws 
teaſe, when the motives that gave riſe to than ſublilt no more ? 


ſoon 


* 


% 


* 
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ſoon ſhake off the opprefilve burden, 


if the 


importunate voice of conſcience did not ſilence 
the cries of nature, and intimate to the Catholic, 
that, death is preferable to per jury. The remedy 
is in our oon hands, and we daily refuſe to 
apply it, though a ſmall ' bandage could ſoon 
clole up the bleeding veins of oppreſſion, and a 
flight palliative remove the temporal grievances 
- of which we complain. The churches are open; 


and though Mr. Wefley ſays, that our oaths are 


light as air, yet one oath taken againſt the 
conviction of aur conſciences, would level the 
fences, and fweep away all the penal laws as fo 
many ſpider's webs, to uſe his delicate expreſſion. 
This is an argument which ſpeaks to the feelings 
of man, and which no fophiftry can ever refute. 
The prieſts themſelves are intereſted in the pro- 
fanation: for, by entering into a colluſion with 
their flocks, and uſing their magic powers to 
forgive all ſms, paſt, preſent, and to come, they 
could permit them to graze on dhe commons of 
legal indulgence; and by turning them into a 
richer paſture, expect more milk and woot. 


Avarice has 'ever been the reproach 


ſanctuary: it is recorded in ſcripture, 
prieſts of the old law uſed to take 


of the 
that the 
the beſt 


part of the victim to themſelves, before it was 
offered to the God of Iſrael, and that Judas 
fold cur Saviour for thirty pieces of filver. 
Mr. Weſley then muſt charitably preſume, that 
no prieſt will forego his perfonal intereſt in 


compliment to his ſucceſſor; and as 


it is his 
intereſt 


| 
; 
\ 
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intereſt to impoſe upon bis votaries, to ſlacken 
the reins, and ſhelter | himſelf under the ſhade 


of the laws; either perjury is no part of his 


belief, or he muſt be too ſcrupulous, which: 
in Mr. Weſley's opinion is here io believe. 


In ethics, as in mathematics, there are ſelf⸗ 


evident axioms; no propoſition in Euclid is 


more clear than the following: * A perſon who 


» does not think perjury a crime, would not ſor- 


* feit a, guinea from reluQlance'/to an oath.” 
Tre Roman Catholics: forfeit every privilege, 
rather than take an * n their con- 
ſcience. 

Are not they Adam's children t Have they 
not the ſame ſenfations of pain and pleaſure as 


| other men ? Their vices and virtues, do they not 


run in the ſame channel with thoſe of their 
Proteſtant neighbours? Are they not animated 
with the ſame deſires of glory, allt red by the 


blandiſhmeuts of pleaſure, courted by the charms 


of riches, as eager for the enjoyments of eaſe 
and opulence? If petjury be their creed, if 
their clergy be endued with the magic power 


_ of. forgiving not only preſent but future ſins, 
why do not they | glide gently down the ſtream 


of legal liberty, . inſtead of ſtemming the tor- 
rent of oppreſſion? Why do not they qualify 
themlelves for fitting in the ſenate, and giving 
laws to the land in concert with their country- 
men, inſtead of being the continual objects of 
penal ſanctions? It is, that they are - diametri- 


cally the reverle. of what they are repreſented. 


Their 


\ 
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Their religion forbids them to ſport with the 
awful name of the Divinity. They do not chooſe 
to impoſe upon their neighbours, or themſelves, 
by perjury; nor run the riſk of eternal death 
for a little honey. Were it otherwiſe, in three 
weeks time they could all read their recantation,, 
and be on a level with the reſt of their fellow- 
fubjeas : they could imitate that philoſopher who 


had two religions, - one for. himſelf, and another 


for his country, Yet the archives of national 
juſtice can prove, that Catholics, reduced to the 
neceſſity of diſcovering againſt themſelves, preferr- 
cd the loſs of their eſtates to the guilt of perjury, 


when a falſe oath could have ſeeured them in their 
property. Notwithſtanding this imputed creed, 
they prefer the ſmarting affhictions of the body, to 


the ſtinging remorſe of the ſoul ; and when world- 
ly proſperities ſtand in competition with conſei- 
ence, they rather chooſe to be its martyrs than 
executioners. Gentlemen, reconeile, if you can, 
perjurers, from principle, with ſufferers from 


, delicacy of conſcience, and I ſhall ftile you the 


children of the great Apollo. But are not the 


Catholics a ſet of paſſive machines, veering at 
the breath of the Pope, wha. can diſpenſe wich 
them in any thing? Or what ſecurity can 
they give to Proteſtant ' governors, whilſt they 


acknowledge his ſpiritual power 7 If this be 


any objection to their loyalty, Catholic kings 


ſhould baniſh their Catholic ſubjefts, and intro- 


dace "Proteſtants in their ſtead;---for, as the 
Roman Catholic faich is the fame all over the 


world, 
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world, and that France and Spain are more 1 
covenient to the Pope than the Britannic iſlands, 

| he would have more machines to move, more 1 

votaries to obey his mandates, and more  faci- ! 

lity in compaſſing his deſigns, . In England and 0 

Ireland all the Proteſtants would oppoſe him; ; 

whereas, in Catholic kingdoms, if his power has ] 

ſuch, an unlimited ſway over the conſcience of 
man, as Mr. Welley aſſerts, every ſubject, nay, 
kings themſelves, would be bound to obey bim. ; 

But Catholic ſubje&s know, that if God mult 

have his own,” Cæſar muſt have bis due. In his f 

quality of pontiff, they, are ready to kiſs the popes | 

feet: but if he aſſume the title of conqueror, { 

they are ready to bind his bands. The very 0 

ecclefiaſtical benefices, which are more in the = 

N ſpiritual line, are not at his diſopſal. When 1 

! England had more to dread from him than now, 

a, Catholic parliment paſſed the ſtatute of pre- ö 
munire: the biſhops and mitred abbois preſerred | 
their own temporal intereſt to that of the pope, a 

- and reſerved che benefices to themſelves, and the AY, 
clergy under their juriſdiction. Charity begins at 
home, and I do not believe any Catholic ſo diveſt- 
ed of it, as to prefer fifty pounds a year under the | 


| 
N 
N 
j 


g pope's goverment, to an hundred under that of a | 
Proteſtant king. Queen Mary, ſv devoted tothe 
pope's cauſe, both on account of her religion, and . 


juſtice done to her mother by the inllexible reſo · 

lution of the ſovereign pontiff, flill would not cede 

ber temporal rights, nor thoſe of her ſubjeds, in 

compliment to his ſpiritual: power. Aſier the 
| EE reconciliation 
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reconciliation of her kingdom to the apoſtolical 
ſee, a ſtatute was paſſed, enatting, that the pope's 
bulls, briefs, &c. ſhould be merely confined to 
ſpirituals, without interfering with the independ- 
ence of her kingdom, or the rights of her ſubjeQts. 
The hiſtory of Europe proclaims'aloud, that the 
Roman Catholics are not paſhve engines in the 
hands of popes, and that they confine his power 
L within the narrow limits of his ſpiritual province. 
They have. often taken his cities, and-oppoſed 
Paul's ſword to Peter's keys, and /alenced the thunders 
of the Vatican with the noiſe of the cannon. They 
know that Peter was a fiſherman when kings 
ſwayed the ſceptre, and the ſubſequent grandeur 
of his ſucceſſor could never authoriſe him to alter 
the premitive inſtitution that commands ſubjetts 
to obey their rulers, and to give Cæſar his due. 
With regard. to his Apiritual power, you will 
be lurpriſed, Gentlemen, when I tell you, that 
from Lodowick Muggleton down to John Weſley, 
thoſe who have inſtituted new ſects among the 
Chriſtians. have aſſumed more power than the 
pope dare to aſſume over the Catholics. © 
| They may add or | diminiſh :' but, with regard 
to the pope, the landmarks are erected, and we 
would never permit him to remove them. If he 
at tempted to preach up five ſacraments inſtead 
of ſeven, we vould immediately depoſe bim. 
Mr. Weſley may alter his ſaich as often as he 
pleaſes, and prevail on others to do the ſame; 
but the pape can never alter ours: we acknow- 
ledge him indeed as head of the church, for 
b . every 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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every ſociety muſt have a link of union to guard 
againſt confuſion and anarchy; and, without 


annexing any infallibility to his perſon, we acknow- 


ledge his title to precedence and preeminence. 


But in acknowledging him as the firſt pilot to ſteer 
the veſſel, we acknowledge a compaſs by which he 


is to direct his courſe. He is to preſerve the 
veflel, but never to expoſe it to ſhipwreck. Any 


deviation from the laws of God; the rights of- 


nature, or the faith of our fathers, would be | the 
fatal rock on which the pope himſelf would ſplit. 
In a word, the pope is our firſt paſtor ; he may 
feed, but: cannot poiſon us: we acknowledge no 
power in him, either to alter our faith, or corrupt 
our morals. If the pope's power were then 


rightly underſtood, his ſpiritual ſupremacy would 


give no more umbrage tothe king of Great Britain, 


than the juriſdiction of a dioceſan biſhop. But 


deep-rooted prejudices can ſcarcely be removed; 
and little can be expetted from the ' generality, 
when the learned themſelves are hurried by the 
vide of popular error. From want of righ 
underſtanding the caſe, and attention to the dil- 
criminating line drawn by the Catholics between 
the pope's ſpiritual and temporal power, Sir 
William Blackſtone himſelf gave into the ſnare of 
vulgar deluſion. - This learned expoſitor of Eng- 


land's common law declares the Roman Catholics 


as well entitled to every legal indulgence as the 
other diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed religion, 
maugre their real preſence, purg . efſions, 
&c. But ſtill the Pope's Gd tha Fr ſuch 

a a degree, 


* 


e © sn 


o 
% ⁰ V ůmͥu ãwmꝛp od ta... lt Md. 


2 a4 — er TR" @ — *' 


aA a eo tk r 


„uivire, who, like 


ON MR WESLEY 'S LETTER, 49 


a degree, that he would fain have the Catholics 
abjure his ſpiritual ſupremacy. But Sir William, 
who has expoſed himſelf to the cenſure of Mr. 
Sheridan, in eſtabliſhing the formidable right of 
conqueſt over Ireland, and to the animadverſions 
of the diyines, by declaring that an act of parlia- 
ment can alter the religion of the land, (as if, by act 
of parliament we ſhould all become 'ſurkss be 


tircumciſed, and expect an earthly Paradiſe), has 


expoſed himſelf to the reproaches of every ſmat- 
terer in divinity, who could aſk him, if in ac» 
knowledging the ſpiritual juriſdiction of the biſhop 
of London, he encroached upon the privileges of 


the Lord Mayor. 


But in talking of the power of parliament to 
alter the religion of the land, Sir William has 


argued from fats; and in talking of the ſpt- 
ritual power of the Pope, he muſt have argued 
from bear-ſay. The lawyer. may be . exculed 
when he talks of ſpiritual powers; but what 
apology can be 8 by the apoſile and 
| riſtram Shandy's prieſt, bap- 
tizes the child before he is born, and grants Popes 
and prieſts the power of forgiving all fins, not on. 
ly paſt and preſent, but ſins to come; this Mr. WeL. 
ley aſſerts: it is a ſurpriſing magic that forgives 
now, the {in which is to be committed a hundred 
years hence: let no one deprive Mr, Weſley of 
the glory of the invention. Paſt fins, in our be- 
lief, can be forgiven by Popes and prieſts, not as 
primary agents, but as ſubordinate inſtruments in 
the hands of the Divinity ; not according to the 

+ E abſolute 
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abſolute will of the prieft, but according to the 
diſpoſitions of the penitent, and the claules of the 
covenant of mercy, which the prieſt can neither 
alter, nor diſannul. 


The dark receſſes of the criminal e | | 


muſt be ſearched, The monſter muſt be titled 

in the heart that gave it birth A ſincere ſorrow 

for paſt guilt, a firm reſolution to avoid future 

taples, and every poſſible atonement to the in- 

gured Deity, and the injured neighbour, are the 

| previous and indiſpenſible requiſites. Take away 
any of tbe three conditions, and the Pope's and 
| F abfolutions are but empty ſounds; the 

eys of the church raitle in vain: they are no 
more than the mutterings of ſorcerers, or words 

of incantation pronounced over a dead body, 
| without ever imparting to it the genial heat of 
animation and vitality. Popes nor prieſts can do 

; no more than God himſelf---and the ſcriptures de- 
clare, that God will never forgive the ſinner with- 
_ out ſorrow and repentance. And the ſchoolmen 
. diſpute, whether, by an abſolute power, he could' 
ST raiſe to the beatific viſion, a foul polluted with the 
defilements of guilt. If then the prieſts abſolu- 

tion be any plea againſt Roman Catholics, it may 

| as well be ſaid, that the promiſe of the Moſt 
High to pardon the repentant ſinner, although his 
fins were as red as ſcarlet, encourages men to com- 
mit hn; or that a man may take an oath contrary 
to his conſcience, under the idea that a ſubſe- 
quent repentance will gain forgiveneſs and par- 
don. But is it not intolerable preſumption in 
6 man 


Fg 
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* man to arrogate ſuch power?“ Beit ſo; I am 
an apologiſt when I write in a public paper: con- 


| troverly I leave to the ſchools. If I make my 


confeſſion to a prieſt, what is it to my neighbour ?' 
Society will gain by the pretended ſuperſtition: 
for the moſt immoral Catholics are thoſe who. ſel- 
dom or never frequent the ſacraments. I Took o 
the pretended conferences of Numa: Pompilius 
with the nymph Egeria, as a mere filion deviled 
by that political prince, Yet I admire-the wiſ- 
dom of the legiſlator, who- introduced a- plan of 
ſoſtening the ſavage manners of his uncivilized © 
ſubjects, and ſmoothing. the aſperity of ſtubborn 
pature by religious awe: Thoſe who are un- 
acquainted with the nature of confeſſion, may 


- conſider it as prięſt- craſt, yet neither. maſter not 


landlord will ever Joſe by the impoſture ; when 
their ſervants and tenants: kneel to a prieſt. whoſe 
duty is to revive in their minds the notions of 
probity and virtue, Thus, the wiſeſt of the Pro- 
teſtant churches have never diſcountenanced con- 
feſſion: the ſorm of ablolution, and the previous 


diſpoſitions required on the part of the peniient 
are ſet down at large in the liturgy ; and as to the 


power of forgiving ſins granted to the minifters- 
of religion, expreſs mention is made of it in the 
ſcriptures. Mr. Weſley muſt acknowledge this 
power, whether it conſiſts in the prieſtly abſotu- 
tion, or in the preaching of the goſpel, or © in 
% pious canticles, ſung with a ſxilfol tongue and 
* harmonious voice, liſting the riſing foul, and 
N E 2 b * plunging 
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e plunging it into a myſtical ſlumber, as ſoothing 
and ſoſt as the balm of Gilead.”* | 

Such Chriſtians as acknowledge original fin, 
and the virtue of baptiſm to cancel the unavoid- 
able debt, muſt acknowledge that the miniſter 
of religion effaces the ſtain by applying the ele- 
ments. If the Catholics believe that by the in- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, the miniſter of religion can 


forgive fins, they are convinced at the ſame. 


time, that he is no more than a fubordinate 
agent, who dert his power from a ſuperior 
being, in abſolving the adult, as he derives his 
| power from the ſame ſource, when he purihes 
the ſoul of the infant. I know fall well that 
God could change the heart of man, and for- 


give fins in young and old, without the inter- 


poſition of a human being. The prophet, who 
was conſulted by two Jewiſh kings, and before 


he would give an .anfwer, called for a harp, 


could have received the prophetic inſpiration, 
without touching the ſtrings of the tuneſul lyre, 


Chriſt could have reſtored the blind man to bis 


ſight without applying the mud to his eyes, 
and converted the world without expoſing his 
apoſtles to martyrdom. But am I to bring him 
to an account for uſing intermediate agents ; or 


See an abridgment of Weſley's journal, where he com- 
pares the impreſſions he made on his heirers to the balm bf 
Gilead, As lar as I can recollect, he relates in his large jour- 
nal a ſurpriſing hiſtory of one of his acquaintances who fell 
into a pious flumber which deſerves to be recorded in il e hiſto: y 
of the Seven Sleepers, a 


what 
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. what I think to be an inſtitution of the Divinity, 
is it not my duty to abide by it? Happy thoſe 
who can ſave themſelve without the aſſiſtance 


of any other! Thrice happy Mr. Weſley, who. 
is already regiſtered in the book of lie, and im- 
| powered to grant n-amzſſable ſecurity 40 others 
| for the anticipated enjoyment of eternal bliſs. 
He can ſum up the number of the holy ſouls 
_ Who have climbed up the ſteps of the myſtical 
ladder, and on the higheſt ſtep of all, as on the 
ramparts of an impregnable fortreſs, reckon ſo 
many fouls confirmed in a late of in- amiſſable 
ſanctity“, whilſt I am fo miſerable as not 10 
know whether I am worthy / love or hatred, and | 
have millions of times more -reaſon than St. Paul 
to ſolicit the prayers of my fellow-chniſtians, leſt 7 
. that in praying for others, 1 myſelf may become 4 
_ __reprobate.. | 
in our communion, Gentlemen, we never hold 
forth our confeſſions and abſolutions as licences | 
for guilt, but, as curbs to the paſhons, Qur 


2 ” Wefley's journal, where he. declares, that on his 
_ viſitation, he met ſv many ſandlified, ſo many juſtified, and | | 
10 many confirmed in love. Qui poteſt capiat. 1 cannot 
compiehend this myllical divinity, By conhtmation m love, 
he mult mean, that whoever believes himfelf once arrived 
to that happy ſlate, can fin no more. I am glad to ſte a 
fellow creature confirmed in the love of God —But I am 
ſorry to find ſome fo ill confirmed in the love of their 
neizhbour, as to tell half Ewope to their faces, that they 
arc pcrjurers, and to apologize tor a rabble, who ſet fire to 
their ueighbours houſes, This is what we call an erdent or 


buruing love. | 


c 
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« plunging it into a myſtical ſlumber, as ſoothing 
and ſoſt as the balm of Gilead.“ | 

Such Chriſtians as acknowledge original fin, 
and the virtue of baptiſm to cancel the unavoid- 
able debt, muſt acknowledge that the miniſter 
of religion effaces the ſtain by applying the ele- 
ments. If the Catholics believe that by the in- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, the miniſter of religion can 


forgive fins, they are convinced at the ſame . 
time, that he is no more than a fubordinate 


agent, who der his power from a ſuperior 
being, in abſolving the adult, as he derives his 
| power from the ſame ſource, when he purifies 
the ſoul of the infant. 1 know fall well that 
God could change the heart of man, and for- 
give fins in young and old, without the inter- 
poſition of a human being. The prophet, who 
was conſulted by two Jewiſh kings, and before 


he would give an anfwer, called for a harp, 


could have received the prophetic inſpiration, 
without touching the ſtrings of the tuneſul lyre. 
Chriſt could have reſtored the blind man to his 
hght without applying the mud to his eyes, 
and converted the world without expoſing his 
apoſtles to martyrdom. But am I to bring him 
to an account for uſing intermediate agents ; or 


See an abridgment of Weſley's journal, where he com- 
pares the imprefſions he made ou his heirers to the balm of 
Gilead. As lar as I can recollcet, he rclates in his large jour- 
nal a ſorpriſing hiſtory of one of his acquaintances who fell 
into a Pious ſlumber which d:ſerves to be recorded in ile hiſto: y 
ot the SeverSleefers. 


what 
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| what 1 think to be an inſtitution of the Divinity, 

is it not my duty to abide by it? Happy thoſe 

| who can ſave themſelve without the aſſiſtance 

| of any other! Thrice happy Mr. Weſley, who 

is already regiſtered in the hook of life, and im- 

powered to grant in- amiſſabie ſecurity io others 

for the anticipated enjoyment of eternal bliſs. 

He can ſum up the number of the holy fouls 

V bo have climbed up the ſteps of the myſtical 

ladder, and on the higheſt ſtep of all, as on the 

ramparts of an impregnable ſortreſs, reckon ſo 

many ſouls confirmed in a flate of in- amiſſable 

lanttity*, whilſt I am fo miſerable as not 10 

know whether I am worthy / love or hatred, and 

have millions of times more -reaſon than St. Paul 

- to ſolicit the prayers of my fellow-chriſtians, f 

. that in praying for others, 1 myſelf may become 4 
reprobate, . 

In our communion, Gentlemen, we never hold 

forth our conſeſſions and abſolutions as licences 

for guilt, but as curbs to the paſſions. Our 


s Gn © Wefley's journal, where he declares, that on his 

viſitation, he met ſo many ſanfified, ſo many juſt iſted, and 

ſo many confirmed in love. Qui poteſt capiat. I cannot 

compiehiend this myltical divinity. By confirmation wm love, 

- he mult mean; that whoever Teens himfelf once artived 
to that happy flaze, can fin no more. I am glad to ſee a 
{cllow creature confirmed in the love ol God —But I am 

| ſorry to bind ſome fo ill confirmed in the love of their 
neizhbour, as to tell half Emope to their faces, that th 
arc frjurers, and to apologize tor a rabble, who ſet fre to 
their ucighdours houſes, This is what we call an erdent or 
buruing love. 
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prieſts make their conſeſſions, as well as the laity ; 
for no prieſt can abſolve himſelf, nor flatter him- 
ſelf with impunity in committing preſent or future 
crimes. Our directors point out the path to the 
wayſaring pilgrim, between the two extremes of 
deſpair and preſumption: to guard againſt the firſt, 
the gates of penance are thrown open, as ſo many 


avenues that lead to mercy : to guard againſt the 


ſecond, the dread of God's judgments, the un- 


certainty of the laſt hour, the abuſes of God's 
'graces, which, if neglefted, ſwell the long liſt / of 
crimes and puniſhments, are held forth in all 
their terrors. 


We repreſent to the guilty conſcience, ſinking 


under a weight of anxieties and crimes, the 
penitent thief crying out for mercy, and ob- 
taining pardon. We repreſent to the obſtinate 


and preſumptuous ſinner, the impenitert thief, 
threatening reprobation. We know, that whillt 
the ſerpent is raiſed up in the wilderneſs, no 
wound is incurable: we know, on the other 
hand, that, when criminal cities had filled up, 
the meaſure of their iniquity, in vain did Abra- 
ham lift up his hands to Heaven, to ſolicit their 
pardon, If we place hetween the Judge and 


the ſinner a great Mediator; though the Me- 


diator and Judge be the ſame, yet we place 
between the Maliator and finner an awful 


| Judge. We earneſtly recommend the frequent 


uſe of conſeſſion, becauſe man is fo frail that 
he ſtands in frequent need of it. But fill we 
recommend it, not as looſe reins to humour the 

dinners 
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ſinners paſſions, but as a ſtiff bridle to check 
their ſallies. We never encourage our penitents 
to new diforders, but inſpire them with detel- 
tation for former guilt, and fear of ſwelling the 
ſcore; for we know the danger of affronting 
mercy by new crimes, but cannot know the 
fatal point where paternal goodnels is limited. 
Thus we lead our penitents in the intermediate 
path between deſpair and preſumption, by the 
delicate clue of hope and fear, until they reach 
the critical term, where the ſoul, after burſting 
the chains of its earthly priſon, takes its flight 
into the vaſt region of ſpirits; and even when 
arraigned beſore the judgment ſeat, we tremble 
for its deſtiny.---Such, Gentlemen, is the nature of 
confeſſion, whether you conſider? it in a uſeful, or 
abuſive light. 

Had Mr. Weſley, who, het publiſhing twenty- 
fix volumes, knows every thing, even the lan- 

ge of birds, known its nature, he would not 
have adduced it as an argument in juſtification 
of intolerance, but rather left the imputed 
of forgiving all kinds of fins, paſt, preſent, and 
to come, as a flower of rhetoric to grace the 


garden of the Cynics. Away then with his 
prieſtly abſolutions and diſpenſing powers. nx 
aſſumes more power than any prieſt could pre 
tend to.--- Away with violation of faith with 
1(t:cs ; we acknowledge no hereſy in the Jitles 


of ſocial life, or the obligations of Chriftian 
virtues, 


Such, 
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Such, Gentlemen, are the principles of the 
Roman Catholics : they are quite the reverle of 
Mr. Weſley's charges. Let the impartial public 
d-cide. whether a ſet of perjurers authoriled 

to commit all kinds of crimes with impunity, 
(fach as the Roman Catholics are painted) would 
ſuffer one week on the ſcore of conſcience. In 
our faith we follow the maxim of St. James, 
+ Whoever tranlgreſſes the law in one point, is 
„ guilty of all.” The fame rules holds good in 
morals. In allowing that a man is bad in com- 
miuing one crime, we do not allow that he is 
guiltleis in committing another, The ſacrifice 
muſt be entire; and grace never fſanflifies a © 
divided victory. The Ebric of our religion 1s 
ſo cloſely cemented---the links of the chain, 
which unites all the articles of our faith, arc 
fo faſtened within each other,” that if you take 
off one of the links, or louſen a ſtone in the 
edifice, the whole ſyſtem is entirely deſtroyed. 
If then ail the horrors fixed upon us by the dark 
pencil of mil-repreſentation, be articles of our | 


— 
\ 


belief, when we diſclaim them upon oath, we are 
real heretics, and as well intitled to every legal 
indulgence, as thoſe who go to church, and {wear 
againſt Tranſulſtantiation. | 
We admire the integrity of Regulus, who | 
ſuffered the moſt exquiſite tortures, rather than 
violate an oath given to his enemies. In the 
- adminiſtration of diſtributive. juſtice, the ma- p 
giltrate muſt give credit to the Heathen, who t 
{wears by his falle gods, to the Jew, who ſwears | « 


by 
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by the Old Teſtament, and to the Turk, who 
ſwears by the Koran. In caſes of life and pro- 
perty, he gives credit to the oath of a Roman 
Catholic, whether he appears as a witnels or 
juror. In giving no credit to the oaths of Roman 
Catholics, when they difclaim perjury, diſpenſations 
{ frauds, rebellion, treachery, &c. he betrays 
is judgment, and inſults humanity; But, if 
. judgment has been ever betrayed, or humanity 
inſulted, they are now betrayed and inſulted by 
thoſe perſons who compoſe what they call the 
Proteſtant Aſſoctations, of whom Mr. Weſley is 
become the apologiſt. In taking up the pen 
to conclude this leiter, I received their Appear 
to the people of Great Britain, printed in London 
© by J. W. Paſham. N 
Mr. Weſley, who has abridged his own journal 
to give It a preater circulation, has abridged. 
this ſix-penny pamphlet, in his firſt letter. In 
the beginning of the American war, he publiſhed 
his Calm Addreſs, in order to unite the colonies 
to the mother country. The balm / Gilead 
proving ineffectual beyond the Atlantic, he now 
has recourſe to cauſtics at home, Three years 
ago he intended to uvite us :---now he intends to 
divide us. Thus we find Penelope's web in his 
religious looms : what he wove three years ago, 
he now unravels, 4 
In this Appeal, on which he paſſes ſuch en- 
comiums, and the deſign whereof he declares 
to be benevolent, you can perceive the dormant 
leeds of antiquated fanaticiſm ſprouting _ 
E an 
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and vegetating into religious frenzy, which bas 
deluged the carth with an occan of calamities, 
and which would give Heathen princes room 
to glory, that the goſpel has never been preached 
in their dominions, An apothecary's ſhop has 


never been ſtocked with more drugs. than ths 


Appeal is ſtocked with maſlacres They have 
_ Inſerted in it the bull, In Cæna Domini, which 
has never been received in any Catholic king- 


dom: and from an old book which was foiſted © 


on the public in the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, as containing the fees of the Roman chan- 
eery, they conclude,. that a. Roman Catholic 
can fleep with a woman. in @ church, and commit 


there other enormities, by paying nine ſhillings; 
and that ke may murder a man and commit ihceſt*, - 


on paying feven ffullings aud fix-pence, though 
ſhillings and fix-pences are Engliſh coins, not 
current in Italy; and in Catholic countries, the 
murderer expires on the wheel, and whoever 
commits inceſt, or profanes the churches by 
carnal fins, is burnt at. the ſtake. What is 


more ſurpriſing, Gentlemen, theſe new apoſtles* 


of the Gordonian aſſociation, who, to ule the words 
of our old friend Hudibras, 

Their holy faith do ſound upon 

* The facred text of pike and gun,” 
imagine that they are the delegates of Heaven 
for the ſalvations of ſouls : their hands do not 


* See the © Appeil from the P:otcfiant A'Tociation,” 
page 18. Printed by Paſham. 


brandiſh 


* 


* 
- 
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brandiſh the glittering ſpear on the American 
plains, where D'Eſtaing and Prevoſt diſpute 


the laurel; but, like Samuel deploring the loſs 


of Saul, their eyes are bathed in tears, and their 
bowels yearn for millions of ſpirits that have no 
exiflence but in the preſcience of God, Who can 
pity an error, and forgive it, and who is more 
concerned in their falvation, than Lord George 
Gordon or Mr, Weſley. I am afraid, Gentle- 
men, that you mind your own fouls and bodies 
more than you mind thoſe of others. To rouſe 
you from your ſpiritual lethargy, and inflame 
you with ſome ſparks of love for your neigh- 
bour, I ſend you a piece of a ſermon taken 


from the © Appeal of the aſflociations.” After 


deploring the lofs of millions of common people, 
who are prohubiled from reading the ſcriptures, 
(though it were charity to teach them firſt how 
to ſpell), and who have ſouls as infinite in value 


and duration, as the proudeſt prelates, or hagheſt 
. monarchs upon earth,---they go on: To tolerate. 
« Popery, is to be inſtrumental to the perdition 


of immortal ſouls now exiſting, and of millions 
„of ſpirits, that at preſent have no exiſtence 
put in the preſcience of God; and is the di- 
rect way to provoke the vengeance of an holy 
and jealous God, to bring down deſtruction on 
« our fleets and armies,” * 


* See the © Appeal from the Proteſtant Aſſociations,” page 
18, and cry out, chone olone { ohone ! : 


I really 


— — — — — p n 
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L really imagined that the Proteſtant aſſociations 
were not ſo cruel as to refule me mercy, and ex- 
clude me from the kingdom of Heaven, if I lead 
an honeſt, ſober, and virtuous liſe. I am con- 
vinced, that ſeveral of Admiral Rodney's ſailors 


are Roman Catholics, and that the bullets which 


told jo well, in mauling poor Langara, were fired 
by hands that croſſed a Popiſi forehead. Oliver 
Cromwell, ſceting the Lord, and preaching upon 
the Sabbath-day, in a leather breeches and buff 
wailtcoat, with his truſty ſabre by his ſide , did 
not ſcruple to enter into a confederacy with 
Cardinal Mazarine, againſt the Spaniards : it was 
equal to England which of the two was foremoſt 
in the breach, the French dragoon with his whiſk- 
ers, after ſaying Hail Mary, or the Round head 
with his leather cap, after groaning in the ſpirit. 
Spain loſt Dunkirk, and England triumphed, 

King William, who, to his honour, could 
never be prevailed on to violate the articles of 
Limerick, had fix thouſand Roman Catholics in 
his army, when he fought the battle of the Boyne : 
and the Catholics and Proteſtants of Switzerland 
maintain their independence againſt all the powers 
on the Continent, in conſequence of their 
union. But the Proteſtant affociations, hke 
Ezekial, have ſwallowed a book in which are 
written verſes, and lamentations, and woe ! Already 
their luminous ſouls, enlightned by the prophetic 


dee Cre. oli Leti, in his Life of Cromwell. 


ſpirit 


* 
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ſpirit, ſee future times unlocking their diſtant 

ates, and pouring forth millions of monſters ; and, 
— a deſire to procure the falvation of Adam's 
children, it is to be dreaded, that at long run, they 
will imitate the holy fanatics of Denmark, who, 
in order to procure Heaven for young infants, 
after being baptized, uſed to ſlaughter them in 
their cradles, | | 


| 
1 
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AN HUM BLE 
R E MON STR AN C E 


Sy wo SE & 


SCOTCH AND ENGLISH INQUISITORS, 


BY WAY OF 
AN-APOSTROPHE. 


AS a coulour to your diſorderly and unwar- 


rantable proceedings, you impoſe on the ignorant 
by your cant words of violation of faith with heretics, 
Like Boileau's heroes, you are ranſacking old 
books, canvaſſing legends of exaggerated mal- 


facres*. and like ſcholars, who, after repeating 
FEY | their 


In their Appeal they relate that a hundred thouſand 
Proteſtants were ma in 1641: at that time there 
were thirty Catholics for every Proteſtant, and a hundred 
Pioteſlants eſcaped for every fingle Proteſtant that periſhed. 
Let now a balance be ſtruck, and the number of inha- 


bitants calculated, and Ireland muſt have been but one large 
city, as crowded as the fircets of Rome in the times of 


Marius 
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their leſſon, fling about the bones and ſkulls 
piled up in charnel-houſes. you haunt the living 
with the images of the.dead. Modern philoſcphy 
proves the exiſtence of colours in the eye, but not 
in exterior objects; what is true in the phyſical 
world, is more ſo in your ſyſtem of ethies: the 
purple hue and black die in which you would fam 
miſ. repreſent us to our king and the public, are 
the reſult of your organs; and the abortives you 
lay at our doors, denve their exiſtence from 

| ſelves. You would fain deprive us of the rights 
of mankind, for crimes we never committed; 
for thoughts which we diſclaim, and whereof the 
ſerutineer and ſearcher of hearts is the only com- 


petent judge. Thus you imitate the © tyrant, . 


Marius and Sylla. This maſſacre, which ſhould. be eſfaced 
from the records of the nation, as well as from the memory 
of mau, was begun by 'a fanvical foldicry, Who intended 
to exlirpate Papilis aud Malignauts. Whoever has a mind 
to be informed about this maffacre, may read Doctor War- 


ner, Mr, Brooker, Trial of the Roman | Catholics, and 


Docior Cmry s Hiſtotical Memoirs, and his Hiſtory of the: 
Civil Wais of Leland. But whoever has a mind to 

kd aſtray, let him read Sir John Temples (f:cretary to 
lreton) ſtupid leg — The Appeal of the Proteſtant Aſſo- 
cjations, —and Hume's Theatrical Deſcription, who nevers 
thelets reduces [greatly the number, which could never 
amount to hve or fix thouſand. He relate, that in Hat. ed 
to the Engliſh, the Iriſh uſed to wound their cows, and in 
this torturing ſituation turn them into the woods to pro- 


long their fulterings. In my opinion, under ſuch a ga- 


vernment as was then, they wanted more to eat them. 
And 1 am foriy chat the gravity of the hiſtorian has per- 
mined Mr. Hume to rank cows amongſt the martyrs of religion. 


F 2 whe 


— 
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who put an inoffenſive citizen to death, becauſe 


in his uneaſy ſlumbers, diſturbed by the guilt 

of injuries offered to others, he dreamt that he 
was cutting his throat. Our aQions are the beſt 
exponents of our fentiments, Our condutt 1s 
peaceable. But, as for you, your actions an 
conduct betray you, as the roaring, and im- 
pre ſſion of his claws, betray the lion. And 
woe to the game that is unproteted by the 
keeper! In an enlightened age, when the 


cheerful eyes of philoſophy and religion can- 
not bear the ſight of frantic fanat ciſm, baniſhed 
ſrom all quarters of Eu „it ſound ſhelter 
among you, with its diſtorted features, and 
numerous train of calamities and evils. Gene- 
rous hoſts! and worthy of ſuch a gueſt, you 
ſhchered, you warmed, you gave new life, to 


* 


a refugee entitled to your patronage. And as 
a prodigal child, thriving ill in foreign countries, 
you received him with the arms of a tender 
parent, you clad him in his firſt robes, you killed 
a fat calf, which the burning rafters of your 
neighbours houſes have roaſted, and, at his re- 
ception, the ſymphony of prous raptures was 


heard in your ſtreets. 


Whilſt in Ireland. the miniſters of religion, in 
conformity to the goſpel rule, were preaching 


love and benevolence ; whilſt in Ireland ſixty 


thouland armed Proteſtants, withont any con- 
troul but the great principles of honour and va- 
lour, enemy to degenerate cruelty, were proteQ- 


ws 
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ing the peaceable citizen and defenceleſs cottager, 
without any diſtinction of ſets or parties; hilſt 
the Iriſh Volunteers were ſetting to the world 
the rare example of armed legions, without the 
ſevere ſubordination of military diſcipline, be- 
having with that noble decorum which precludes 
complaints, and attratts admiration, your pulpits 
reſounded with the harſh language of the Savage 
Leader haranguing his warriors, and throwing 
down the hatchet as a ſignal of deſtruftion to the 
neighbour mg tribes, Some of your women, di- 
velted of tenderneſs and pity, fo peculiar to the 
fair and delicate ſex, reviving in their perſons the 
ſavage ſternneſs of the Spartan matrons "urging 
on their ſons to battle, rejoiced in the open day 
ſeeing their neighbours houſes in a blaze; and 
bleſſed God that they lived to ſee the day when 
Poprjſh abominations were purified with fire. One 
ſhould imagine, that ſuch of you as petitioned the 
king and parliament againſt granting a free trade 
to Ireland, ſhould reſt fatisfied, without petitioning 
againſt your inoffenſive neighbours. If you glory 
in the puriiy of your religion, and in treading 
in the ſteps of its author, treat us as Chriſt him ſelf 
would treat us if hewere on earth. He deprived 
no man of his property, nor of the indulgence _ 
and protection of thelaws. If you glory in 
the purity of the Chriſtian religion, call to 
mind that it ſuggeſts humility, and deference to 
people of ſuperior power and judgment. Your 
king. your peers, and your commons, are deem- 


ce the firſt in dignity and wiſdom; but 1 forget 


& that 
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that you are well verſed in the Bible, which Hays, 
He that is firſt amongſt you, let him be the 
* laſt.” The ſcripture muſt be fulfilled, Take 
then the lead, wt 4 force them to trample on their 
own laws, and to baniſh their ſubjetts. 

Mention no longer violation of faith with Hee 
relics. You diolate all the laws of civil lociety ; 
in diſſolving the ties of friend{hip, and pointing 


out your fellow-ſubjetts as the victims of legal ſe- 


verity, you ſplit and rend the nation. You 
weaken its power, and treſpaſs upon the reſpe& 
due to your rulers, whom, inſtead of being the 
fathers of their people, you would fain force to 
become the heads of a fatlion. 


You violaie the facred rights of nature. Her 


bountiſul author declares, that he makes his ſun 
ſhine on the good and bad. The light of the 


fun, the brilliancy of the flars, the ſweetneſs of 


the fruit, the balſamic effluvia of flowers, are 
diſpenſed with a liberal hand to the Heathen and 
Idolater. Muſt you deprive your neighbours of 
_giſts common to all Adam's children, becauſe 
they ſtick to a religion which all your forefath T's 
proſeſſed, and which (if wrong) can hurt no man 
but themſclives? In vain do you attempt to im- 
poſe upon the public, with extracts of ſpurious 
canons, obſolete decrees, patches of councils, 
and s of maffacres, in order to fix a creed 
on us. The world knows that Roman Catholics 


{way the ſceptre of authority in kingdoms and 
gepablics, The very nature then of civil lociety 
| is 


W 
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is a manifeſt contradid ion to the creed you im- 
pute to us. For if we are no more than ma- 
chines veering at the breath of Popes and prieſts; 
whom neither conſcience, religion, the ſacred 
ties of an oath, nor the fear of God's judgment 
can reſtrain, patentees of guilt, and ſure of im- 
punity, we could not form a ſociety for the ſpace 
of one year. For in ſuch a ſociety, the notions 
of vice and virtue would be confounded, the 
blackeſt crimes, and the pureſt virtue reduced 
to the ſame level, the diſcipline of morals de- 
ſtroyed, the harmony of the body politic diſ- 
folved, the brother armed againſt the brother, 
and if by a kind ef miracle, in ſuch a curſed 
number of men, a ſecond Abel could be found, 
the earth would ſoon groan with the cries of his 
blood. If divines have attempted to demon- 
ſtrate the exiſtence of God from the nature of 
civil ſociety, the very nature of civil ſociety de- 
monſtrates the falſhood of the creed with which 
you compliment us. And, if the gloomy plan 
of ſuch a horrid republic pleaſes your imagina- 
tions, go and lay the foundations of it in ſome 
diftant part of the earth. Be yourſelves its 
members and governors, for no Chriſtian could 
live there. 181 vE; * 
When che delicate pencils of the Gibbons, 
Reynalds, and Marmontels, will paint the po- 
linical ſcenery of the eighteenth century: when 
on the extenſive canvas they will repreſent the 
gloom of long: reigning prejudice, A 
e 
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the clouds of night at the approach of the 


i ing ſun: when they will paint the poniard, 


drenched in human blood, ſnatched from the 
hand of ſtern perſecution; the French praying 
in concert wich the Americans; the Armeinans 
invited into Ruſha ; the order of Military Merit 
eſtabliſhed in favour of Proteſtants in the pa- 
lace of a Catholic king ; Ireland rifing from 


the ſea, covered with her Fabii and Scjpios, 


pointing their ſpears to diſtant ſhores, and 
holding forth the olive and ſheaf of corn to 
their neighbours of all denominations: when 
they will contraſt the preſent io former times; 
ſhew the happy reſult of a change of ſyſtem, 


and prove that the world is refined,.--You, - | 


painted in as frightful attitudes as the groupe 
of figures in Raphael's judgment, with ftern 
fanaticilm in your countenances, a bible in one 
hand and a faggot in the other,---you, I ſay, 
will be an exception to the general rule: the 
world will read with ſurpriſe, that in ſeventeen 


hundred and eighty, there have been fanatics in 


England and Scotland, that gave birth to ſo 


many ilutrous winters. Your tranſattions ſhall. 


be recorded in the appendix to the hiſtory of 

ack Straw and Wat Tiler, and your chaplains 
and apo'ogilts ſhall be ranked with James Nailer 
and Hugh Peters, 


(And thus, Gentlemen, I finiſh my Apoltrophe). 


SHOULD 


ö 
ä 
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SHOULD Mr. Weſley, or any of his 
aſſociators, think it worth their while to make 
any remarks on theſe letters, they cannot ju my 
expeft a rejoinder. They — ſtarted for 
the unprovoked aggreſſors, and, not ſatisfied 
with attempting to deprive the Roman Catho- 
lics of their rights as ſubjeQs, they have flan- 

| HQered and aſperſed their characters. I am no 
* |} - ſtranger to the ground on which they will at- 

tack me : either the ruſty wea of old 
councils, or a catalogue of old maſſaeres wi 
be drawn out of their mouldering arſenals. 
Arms, as ill ſuited to the eighteenth —_ 
as Sout's. hadaiex, — 30h 
- | be attacked with the Council of — the 
wars of the Albigenſes, the maſſacre of St. 

Bartholomew, &c.— -I am a Chriſtian, and deny 
| the tranſmigration of fouls. 1 am nowiſe con- 
cerned in paſt tranſattions; or if my religion 
be cbarged with them, I have in my hands 
the cruel arms of retaliation. I ſhall divide the 
[charge into two branches;---barbarous attions, 
and barbarous doctrine. If Mr. Weſley reckons 
all thoſe who are not, or have not been, in com- 
munion' with the ſee of Rome, in the number 
of Heretics, and himfelf amongſt them, as 
doubtleſs he does, I ſhall then lay at his door, 
all the abominable and ſeditious doarines taught 
by thoſe whom he ſtyles heretics, from the ume 
of Simon the Magician, down to our days, 


The impurities of the Gnoſtics, the enchant- 
| ments 


„„ — 


| 
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ments of the Ophites, the perjury and frauds 1 


of the Priſcillianiſts, che errors of the Albigenſes, 


and millions beſides. If from theſe diſtant times 
I make a tranſition to a nearet æra, I ſhall prove 
to him from the works, not only of inſignificant 
writers of the reformed religion, but of the very 
founders of the reformation,” who aflumed as 
much power over their followers; as the Pope af- 
ſumes over the Catholics, that they taught doc- © 
trines cruel, immoral, and ſeditious, and that the 
moſt horrid barbarities were commiued in con- 
lequence of thoſe docttr ines. 

Calvin not only commits Heretics to the lames, 
but moreover writes a book in juſtification of his 
proceedings; and in his commentaries on the 
Scriptures, he teaches, that uſury“ is lawful: '? 
Luther, Melanddon, and Bucer, have authorized 
poligamy, and permitted a-prince to marry a 
ſecond wife.durivg the life of the firſt. The de- 
crees of the ſynod of Dort, cauſed great perſe- 
cutions in Holland. Knox and his * RAR pro- 
pagated the golpel with fire 14 ſword. 1 hare 


1 8 10 alte this word is made venery by an error 
of the preſs, which Mr. O'Lrary alludes to at the conclukion ; 
and for which, and ſome other errors of lmailer udie, the printer 
made the following apology : 


The Printer aſſures M. O'Leary; that "AY of the 
rels, whic't he complains of, were not occaſioned. by any de- 
a or wiltu! neg'ett, but by the latcneſs ot the night, aud the 
hurry unavoidably atiendan: ou news paper publications. 


already 


— nher r 
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already mentioned the doarine of John Huſs, and 
his maſter Wickliff, ſo inimical to ſovereigns. 
If I take a review of the greateſt champions who, 
withiu theſe four hundred years, have undertaken” 
the Hereulean taſk of overthrowing the kingdom 
of Anchicriſt, I ſee them all claiming a miſſion from 
Heaven, as well as Mr. Weſley, and fhill overturn- 
ing thrones and empires. I ſee Germany deluged 
with oceans of blood; Boors headed by fanatical 
preachers, promifing the deluded multitude to re- 
celve the bullets in their ſleeves, attacking their 
princes and ſovereigns; Taylors paving their way 
to the throne over heaps of mangled carcaſes; in 
order to re-eſtabliſh the kingdom of * Jeruſalem 
Apoſtles heading armies, and commanding, by 
their laſt will, their dearly beloved children, re- 
forming from the errors of Popery, to make a 
drum * of their ſkins, in order to rouſe the ſaints 
to batile ; the ſtreets of London enſanguined with 
the gore of peaceable citizens, deſtroyed by the 
Fiſch- monarchy men, proclaimed king jeſus; 
communion- tables ſtained with the blood of Pro- 
teſtant biſhops ; ſcaffolds reeking with the blood of 
Proteſtant kings; folemn leagues and covenants 
ſealed for the extirpationof Papiſts and Malignantst, 
and entered into with as much eagerneſs as Annibal 
entered Italy, aſter ſwearing the deſtruttion of the 
Romans, upon the Carthaginian altars; the poni- 
ard-lifted by the hand of religious madneſs, and 


. Ziſca, a follower of 8 Huſs. | a 
+ A name given tothe Proteſlants of the eſtabliſhed church. | 
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committed ſuch flaughter and carnage, that people 
propole the diſagreeable and odious problem, 
Whether religion has been of greater uſe than 
« harm to mankind ?” 

Still I am inclined to exculpate religion from 
the blzme of calamities which can be traced back 
to the rage of fanatical preachers, the cruelty of 
governors, the policy and craft of miniſters of 
Hate, as to their genuine ſources. ** Matters. 
« were firſt embroiled in the cabinet,” fays 
Rouſſeau, and then the leading men ſlirred up 
he common people in the name of God.” In 
the midſt of this religious rage, I ſee humanity 
aſſerting her right, and reſuming her empire: I 
ſee Catholic governors refuſing to comply with 
the imperious mandates of a cruel king, and a no- 
leſs cruel „at the time of the maſſacre of 
St. Bartholomew, and Catholic biſhops ſaving all 
the Proteſtants in their dioceſes: I ſee in Ireland, 
the great Proteſtant Biſhop Bedel with his clans, 
and thouſands, in the free exerciſe of their religion 
in the midſt of a Catholic army, bil: Procetant 
f biſhop bleeds at tbe foot of a communion-table in 
| Scotland, for reading the Engliſh liturgy :--- Thus 

I am convanced that people of all denominations 
would be happy together, if their clergy recom- 
mended mutual love and i benevolence, and that 
if we diveſted ourſelves of paſſion, religion would 
never arm the hand with the poniard. If Inno- 
1 cent the third excommunicated the heretics of his 
® time, Innocent the eleventh entered into a league 

| with Proteftant * 
Thus, 
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Thus, Gentlemen, you ſee how the world 
changes. On the wide theatres ſpread by the re- 
volutions of time, new charadters daily appear, 
and different circumſtances are productive of dif- 
ferent events. It is in vain to ranſack old coun- 

- cils, imperial conſtitutions, and eccleſiaſtical can- 
ons, whether genuine or ſpurious, againſt Heretics, 
in order to brand the preſent generation of Catho- 

hies In the very city, I mean Rome, where the 
general council of Lateran was held, Proteſtantsare 
careſſed, and live with eaſe and comfort. Travellers 
agree, that it is the theatre of civility, benevolence 
and politeneſs. In the German empire, where, 
by the conſtitutions of Frederick the Second, 

Heretics were condemned to the ſtake, all reli- 
gions enjoy full liberty. In ſome places, the Catho- 
lic prieſt and Calviniſt miniſter officiate in the ſame 
church, and biſhopricks are alternat erned 
by Catholic and Proteſtant Prelates. All laws, 


whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, are done away by 
time, when the motives that gave them riſe ſub- 


Zkſt no longer. And none but a ſlave to bigotry 
and prejudice will confound the eighteenth with 
the thirteenth century. Becauſe Father Roger 
Bacon was impriſoned as a ſorcerer, on account 

of his extenſive knowledge in aſtronomy, per- 
ſpeQtive, &a. or that Gallileo's doctrine of the 
motion of the earth was condemned by a nu- 
merous tribe of divines, headed by ſeven cardi- 
nals, under the eyes of the Roman pontiff, muſt 
it be obtruded on the public, that the Raman 

| G Cathulics 
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Catholics muſt conſider the motion of the earth 
round the fun, as hereſy: or firmly believe that 
there is magic or witchcraft in the Camera obſcura, 
becauſe Father Bacon, who deſcribed it, was 
ſeven years confined in priſon ? Hence from the 
opinions of men, or the actions of Popes, or the 
dilciplinary canons of councils, or the proceedings 
of biſhops who compoſed them, in one age, there 
is no arguing to the belief of men in another“ 
Popes have attempted to abſolve ſubjects from 
their allegiance to their ſovereigns: it is no more 
an article of my belief that they could do it 
by the authority of the keys, than it is an ar- 
ticle of my belief, that I can ſtrike a king on 
the cheek, becauſe Calvin teaches, that * Earthly, 
*: princes abdicate their authority when they 
6 erett themſelves againſt God, and that we 
„ ought rather ſpit in their faces, than obey 
„ them.“ “ Mr, Wellcy and the Aſſociation 
would do well to analize ſome of that Doctor's 
writings and Knox's ſermons, and to inſert 
them in their Appeal, as a contraſt to the obſo-% 
lete canons which they have extratted from Sir 
Richard Steele's appendix :------Ereft themſelves 
againſt God, is a phraſe merely ſpiritual, and of 
a fatal tendency, becauſe the broachers of ſuch 
doctrines think it a ſufficient plea againſt kings 
not inclined to receive the truths, they them- 
ſclves are prompted to preach; and as every 


Calvin on Daniel, chap. 6. v. 22. 
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one thinks himſelf in the right, error has many 


chances for the ſword of authority. But in my 
opinton, Peter's pence, not Peter's keys, have 
founded the claims of Popes, when they 
made the unſucceſsful attempt. To the inveſti- 
ture of biſhoprics in Germany, which brought 
on the great broils between Popes and Emperors, 
was annexed ſome temporal emolument ſounded 


upon compatts between the two powers. The 


Engliſh monarchs made their kingdom triburary 
to the apoſtolical ſee. If then, pontiffs have de- 
viated from the primitive paths in meddling in 
the temporals of kings, the reaſon is obvious. 

They had preſcription to plead ; oaths and trea- 
ties to ſupport their claims. In the conduct of 


Eings chooſing them for arbiters of their quarrels, 


and liege lords of their territories, they found a 
ſpecious pretext to puniſh the infraction of trea- 
ties, and the breach of prerogative. A repetition 
of the fame acts, introduced cuſtom. Cuſtom, 
ſupported by time, obtains the force of a law, 
Fhe law bound the parties concerned, and the 
violation of the law has been attended with pe- 
nalties. Hence the depoſition of an emperor 
was more owing to the code and pandedts of 
Juſtinian, than to the goſpel of Chriſt. Hence 
Henry the Eighth, and Queen Elizabeth's pre- 
tended danger from the Popes who threatned 
them, and attempted in vain to abſolve their ſub- 

jedts from their allegiance. 
The Popes conſidered themſelves as the liege 
G 2 lords 


76 MR. O'LEARY'S REMARKS 


| lords of the kingdom of England, after receiving 
for ſo many years a tribute from its ſovereigus: 
they never abſolved the Catholics of Denmark 
and Sweden, from their allegiance to Proteſtant 
kings, becauſe they could plead no ſtipulations, 
According to the canon law, a hundred years pre- 
ſcription can be pleaded againſt the church of 
Rome. A hundred years and more have elapſed, 
ſince any Pope has attempted to abſolve fubjeas. 
from their ailegiance ; though armies have been 
poured into his territories, and his cities taken” by 
princes. Kings have nothing to dread from an 
abrogated power aboliſhed by the fame cauſe 
that gave it riſe.------But if empire be founded in 
grace, and not in the rights of nature, or the laws 
of civil ſociety ; if a deviation from the immu\-” 
table truth that ſaw the world in its cradle, and is 
to preſide at its diſſolution, be a plca againſt 
kings; let them be eternally armed with the ſcales 
of the Leviathan, againſt the - barbed irons to 
which they are expoled, from thoſe who think 
themſelves the only perſons enlightened with the, 
rays of Golpel knowledge. Nothing then is to 
be apprehended from Popes. Leſs is to be ap- 
prehended from ſpurious canons, or the memory 
of councils which gave up the ghoſt ſix hundred 
years ago. And any inference from the pro- 
ceedings of the fathers of the council of Late- 
ran, or obſolete texts of the canon law againſt 
former Heretics, to alarm the Proteſtants of our 
days, is the fruit of ignorance or malice, or 


both, 
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both. -- -The Proteſtants of our days ſway the 
ſceptre of authority. Kingdoms and republics, 
laws, and inſtitugons, feederal unions, and civil 
compatts, bleſſings in peace, and triumphs in 
war, the allegiance of their ſubjects, and pro- 


teftion, the reſult of allegiance, record them in 


the annals of fame, and put them on the fame 
level with the Cæſars to whom tribute and ſub- 


miſſion are due. How are they connetted with 
the motley rabble of Herctics, who appeared and 


diſappea red in former times, overturning and at- 


tacking church and flate, and attacked by both in 


their turn, No ſtate acknowledged their power. 
No band of civil union linked them together ;--- 
no ſubjetts ſwore allegiance to them,---no Catho- 


lic recognized a king, parliament, or magiſtrate 


amonglt the Albigenſes, whom people digmly 
with the title of Proteſtants; and whom Pro- 
teſtant powers would conſider as the peſt and 
bane of ſociety, if ſuch were now in their domi- 
nions. Diſciples of the Manicheans, they ad- 


mitied two ſupreme and independent principles; 
and granted two wives, called Colla and Colliba, 


to the God of Truth. Had their dodrine been 


| confined to mere ſpeculations, in an age more 


enlightened than the thirteenth century, when the 
council of Lateran was held, in all appearance 


humanity would pity them, and philolophy would 


ſinile at their errors. 


But this wild theory was ſtill ſurpaſſed by the 
no n:onltrous prectices. They conſidered mar- 
G 3 riage 
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riage as a ſtate of perdition, but chaſtity was not 
one of their vows. 

More could be faid, but I am afraid that my 
readers already bluſh; and whoever digniſies 
the Albigenſes with the title of Proteſtants, in 


order to inſlame the rage, and kindle the rancour 


of fellow-ſubje&ts, by a recital of the ill treat- 
ment of thoſe pretended martyrs, ſhould not only 
bluſh, but hide himſelf. Let none imagine, that 


whatever is mentioned in the ſeſſions of a gene- 


ral council, is an article of faith. There are 
decrees of diſcipline which are at the diſcretion 
of kingdoms and provinces, either to reject or 
adopt. There are articles of faith, which, in 
our opinion, neither time, place, or circumſtances 


can alter. Thus, the Council of Trent, which < 


commands the Roman Catholics, under pain of 
_ enathema, or curſe, to believe the necellity of 
baptiſm, and the reality of original fin, 1s uni- 
verlally received in all Catholic countries, as 
far as it confines itſelf to the deciſion of ſpe- 
culative points, and propoſes them as articles of 


belief. But, where the ſame council decrees, * 


that the manor or land on which a duel is fought, 
with the connivance of the owner, ſhould be 
confiſcated and applied to pious uſes, it is re- 
jected; though the motive of the decree be 
laudable, as it tends to ſuppreſs vice and reflrain 
the paſſions; yet, as the means, ſuch as the 
forſeuure of lands, &c. are quite out of the 
Ipiruual line, this decree of dſſcipline is not 

| | received 
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received. By the ſame rule, two things are to 
be conſidered relative io the Council of La- 
teran, often quoted, and as often miſapplied. 
The fathers of that council have anathematized 
the errors of the Albigenſes ſo repugnant to rea- 
ſon, morality, and the principles of revealed reli- 
gion, and every ſimilar error, extolling itfelf againſt 
the orthodox faith. So far they confined them- 
ſelves within the limits of their ſpiritual provinces, 


decrees, But when they proceeded further, and 
granted the lands of the perſons whom they con- 
demned as heretics, to the Catholics who would 
take poſſeſſion of them; no Roman Catholic is 
concerned in a verdict that diſpoſes of temporal 


property: For, neither Popes nor councils have 


been appointed as the ſupreme and infallible ar- 
biters of ſucceſſion to thrones, the transfer of 
property, or temporal affairs, by him who refuſed 
to compromiſe matters between two brothers, and 
declared, that is k:ngdom ts uot of this world. Nor 
is ii to be preſumed, that the ambaſſadors who 
afſiſled at the council, would betray the intereſts 
of their kings who oſien excepted againſt the 
competency of ſpiritual tribunals, as to the deci- 
ſion of temporal rights. And as to the diſtinction 
between articles of faith, and canons of diſcipline, 
we find it even in the New Teſtament. 

The ſame apoſtles, who preached the divinity 
of Chriſt, which we all believe, decreed in a coun- 
- Cil, that the Chriſtians ſhould abſtain from the oy 


and ſo far every Roman Catholic ſubmits to their 


we wo 
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of blood, and the fleſh of ſtrangled animals“. 
We believe the dottrine they preached : we 
overlouk the diſcipline they eſtabliſhed, becauſe 
the prohibiuon was temporary, The dofirine is 
permanent: opinions are fugitive: laws, diſei- 
pline and decrees vary with time. We are but 
little cot cerned in the tranſattions of the twelfth 
or thirteenth century. We are a new world 
raiſed on the ruins of the former, and if hitherto 


we could not agree as Chriſtians, it is high me to © 


live together as men, There is land enough for us 
all; and it is by far better to ſee towns and cities 
rearing their heads on the banks of our rivers, 
than to ſee our fertile country depopulated by in- 
tolctance. Let religion be leſt out of the caſe. 


Whigs and Tories, hes and Gibelins t may 


repeat the ſame creed, and be (till divided. The 
French and Sicilians went to the ſame churches to 
ſing their hallelyaks upon an Eaſter Sunday, when 
Hon after, the groans of bleeding victims began to 
mingle with the harmonious ſound of chiming 
bells. The Dutch and Engliſh were Proteſtants, 
when the firſt maſſacred the latter in the iſland of 
Amboyna. Had the ſufferers been of a different 
per ſualion ſrom that of the aggreſſors, religion 
would appear as the chief character in the two 
tragedies, It ſpeculative errors be puniſhable, 
there is a day of reckoning : and eternity is long 


* Acts. 15th chap. 


+ Two furundable Factions in the tume of the diſputes ba 
twecu the Popes and Euperors. 


enough 
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enough for retribution, But during the ſhort ſpan 
of life, checkered with ſo many anxious cares, let | 
us not reſemble thoſe ſavages who glory in diſ- 
peopling the earth, and carrying the mangled 
| heads of their fellow-creatures on the tops of their 4 
reeking ſpears, as ſo many trophies of their bar- 
barous victory. In vain do we give ourſelves up 
to hatred and vengeance. We ſoon diſcover 
that ſuch cruel pleaſure was never adapted to the | 
heart of man; that in hating others we puniſh 
ourlelves ; that humanity diſclaims violence ; and Ml 
that the law of God, in commanding us to love 
our neighbour, bas conſulted the moſt upright and 
reaſonable dictates of the human heart, The 1 
world is tired of religious difputes, and it is high 1 
-— time for you, Gentlemen, to be tired of me. | 
It is time to agree io a truce, and leave the 1 
field to fuch champions as are willing to engage "= 
in national and political conteſts. infinitely more | 
_ uſeful to the public, than the thread- argu- } \ 
ments of polemical divinity, decrees of councils, 
or obſolete canons. 4 
Should any of the champions of the eighty-five | | 
legions of Glaſgow, or any of their allies and 4 
confederates ſound the trumpet, I ſhall not pre- 
] pare myſelf for battle. If I attempted to throw 
fanaticiſm into ridicule, they are welcome to dif. 
charge at me arrows repoſited in the quivers of 
the Spanſh Friar and the Duenna. Of what uſe: 
is it to the public, if I have recourſe to Chryſal, 


or the Adventures of a Guinea, where our o__ | 
ern 
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dern apoſtles are taken off in the conference be- 
tween Momus and Mother Brimſtone. 

If the attack be ſerious, the weapons will be 
taken from the mouldering arſenals of old coun- 
cils, Pope's deerees, and obſolete canons., There 
it will be a repetition of the ſame thing, for ever 
and for aye, to uſe the words of old Robin Hood. 
But ſhould Mr. Wefley, or Archibald Drum- 
mond, or any apoſtle belonging to the eig 


ſocieties, intend to be of uſe to the public, 1 thall 


co-operate with their pious endeavours, with all 


the veins in my heart. 


We have obtained of late the privilege of plant- 
ing tobacco In Ireland, and our tobacconiſts want 
paper. Let Mr. Wefley then come with me, as 
the curate and barber went to ſhave and bleſs the h- 
brary of Don Quixote. Allthe old books, old ca- 


nons, ſermons, and fo forth, tending io kindle 


feuds, or promote rancour, let us fling them out at 
the windows. Society will loſe nothing. The tobac- 
coniſt will benefi: by the ſpoils of antzquity. And it, 
upon mature deliberation, we decree that Mr. We- 
ley's Journal, and his apology for the Aſſociation's 
appeal, ſhould ſhare the ſame fate with the old 
buckrams, we will procure them a gentle fall. Af- 
ther having rocked ourſelves in the large and hoſ- 
pitable cradle of the Free- preſs, where the peer 
and the commoner, the prieſt and the alderman, 
the friar and ſwadler, can ſtreichꝭ themſelves at 
full length, provided they be not too churhſh, let 
us 
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W us laugh at thoſe who breed uſeleſs quarrels, and 
WE ſct to the world the bright example of toleration 
and benevolence, | 
A peaceablelife and a happy death to all Adam's 
children! May the miniſters of religion of every 
denomination, whether they pray at the head of 
their congregations in embroidered veſtments, or 
black gowns, ſhort coats, grey locks, powdered 
wigs, or black curls, inſtead of inflaming the rab- 
ble, and inſpiring their hearers with hatred and 
animoſity for their fellow creatures, recommend 
love, peace, and harmony ! 

In my univerſal prayer, Gentlemen, let me not 
forget the compoſitor, who, in Tueſday's paper, 
made me fix a falle doctrine upon Calvin. Inſtead 
of Calvin taught that uſury is lawſul ; he makes me 
ſay, Calvin taught that venery is lauſul; and, inſtead 
of ſaying, Hence ſrom the opinions of men, or the ac- 
tions af popes, &c. in one age, there is no arguing to 
the belief of men in another ; inſtead of arguing, he 
makes me ſay agreeing. 

Thus, by the tranſpoſition of types, and change 
of words, a compoſitor has more magic than 
Circe, who metamorphoſed Ulyſſes crew into wild 
beaſts. For compoſitors can change an old Uſurer 
into a young Venus,---uſury into venery, and a 
wrangling argument into a cordial agreement ; and 
by the ſame rule he can change the ace of diamonds 
into Sancho's dapple, a frier into a fife, and Weſley 
into a whiſtle ! God grant him more exattneſfs in 
printing 
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printing this ; and grant yourſelves and the whole 
world, peace, 5 by and proſperity, and grant 
the curious ſearchers of old books, more humanly 
Y, and lets controverſy. 


ume. 


I have the honour to be, 


Gentlemen, 


your molt affectionate, 


and humble ſervant. 
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